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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

While many of the Catholic faithful in the 
Archdiocese have agreed with, and ex-
pressed appreciation for, the decision to 
close churches for indoor worship, sever-
al persist in concern and have reached 
out to me. In respect for your opinions, I 
have met with the COVlD-19 Response 
Team today to seek once again their in-
sight and advice. From our discussion, 
we have determined that the current 
course of action is both prudent and nec-
essary. However, it is important to re-
member that this action is in no way per-
manent. The COVID-19 Response Team 
will be continually assessing the situation 
and medical recommendations over the 
next several weeks in the hope that we 
can ease restrictions sooner than later. 
Hardship is neither pleasant nor wel-
comed; we continue to seek the common 
good of all of God's creation. 
 

What are the reasons for the cur-
rent directives? 
Listening to the guidance of State and 
Local health officials, the following was 
considered: 
 COVID-19 cases and deaths have ris-

en at a rapid rate and have reached 
alarming numbers. These will likely 
increase without active counter-
measures. A website with concise 
data is https://covidtracking.com/
data/state/new-mexico 

 The virus is very contagious and car-
riers often asymptomatic. Even when 
observing protocols, policies and 
procedures, there are still many who 
are contracting the virus. 

 Hospitals are already sounding the 
alarm, with hospitalizations increas-
ing throughout the state. Urban hos-
pitals are reaching capacity in both 

their Intensive Care Units (ICUs) and 
their regular facilities, and while 
some rural hospitals have experi-
enced few cases, they most often 
have very limited facilities should a 
local outbreak occur. Rural facilities 
also often depend on transfer ring 
patients to urban hospitals which 
might quickly be overwhelmed.  Such 
an eventuality could quickly jeopard-
ize response times and availability of 
critical care.  Such is the situation 
even prior to the outbreak of the 
normal influenza season. 

 Many of our priests, staff, teachers 
and parishioners are in the vul-
nerable age category, with mortality 
rates increasing with age. Many care 
for family members who are elderly 
and/or have underlying health con-
ditions. A person can be an asympto-
matic carrier for weeks, unknowing-
ly infecting those with whom he or 
she comes in contact-a situation 
magnified in the winter season with 
persons remaining in close proximi-
ty. We also know the virus is no re-
specter of age or circumstance. 
There are even young people with-
out underlying conditions dying 
from this disease.  

 Civic leaders at all levels of govern-
ment are telling me that they are 
extremely worried and are doing all 
they can to keep people from large 
gatherings indoors for extended pe-
riods of time. Catholics in the Archdi-
ocese number in the hundreds of 
thousands; even with only a 40% 
attendance, this still amounts to 
close to 130,000 gathered on any 
given Sunday. 

 As countries around the world have 
learned, slow and/or poor initial 
responses to the virus have disas-

trous consequences. It is critical to 
stay ahead of the curve and to take 
forthright action for the safety and 
wellbeing of all. 

 There are many opinions as to the 
severity of the disease, how easily it 
is contracted, what is the best way to 
react to the pandemic, etc. Sadly, the 
pandemic and its subsequent proto-
cols have been highly politicized. We 
could debate issues endlessly, or 
cherry-pick reports which fit one's 
own presumptions. I believe that we 
must always act quickly and deci-
sively when human life is at stake. If 
in retrospect the Archdiocese makes 
an error in responding to the pan-
demic, then I would rather err on the 
side of protecting human life. 

 

With Respect to the Celebration of 
Holy Eucharist: 
The Eucharist is the source and summit 
of our lives as Catholics--a precious gift 
beyond compare.  Christ is truly present 
in his very Body and Blood. When we 
cannot receive the Eucharist together in 
this way, we long for an important sacra-
ment of our faith, one that sustains us 
and gives us life. However, this beautiful 
reality does not negate the many other 
ways that Jesus is present to us. 
Though challenging, this time of separa-
tion can be an opportunity for growth. 
 

What are the spiritual and ecclesiological 
reasons that motivated the decision to 
close our churches once again? 
 Gathered in His Name: As Our 

Lord promised in the last verse of 
Matthew's Gospel, "And behold, I am 
with you always, until the end of the 
age. "(Mt. 28:20) and again in Mat-
thew, "For where two or three are 

(Continued on page 2) 
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gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them." (Mt. 
18:20} Our rich Catholic faith allows 
us to remain spiritually healthy dur-
ing these difficult days even when 
we cannot get to church. As the 
Catholic Faithful, we must open up 
for our people the many ways in 
which God is reaching out to us now 
and lead by example. We will even-
tually be back to church, hopefully 
sooner rather than later, and in the 
meantime, we have an opportunity 
to deepen our prayer lives and to 
gather our loved ones together in 
prayer. 

 Embracing the Domestic Church: 
Remember the theme we under-
scored last March: "Home is the holy 
place." This is a perfect time to em-
phasize the beauty of the domestic 
church. We can emphasize the inti-
macy we have with Christ when we 
reflect on the scriptures or engage 
in so many other kinds of Catholic 
prayer, such as the rosary, the sta-
tions and the chaplet of Divine Mer-
cy. Karl Rahner spoke famously 
about this when he said that if Chris-
tianity is to have a future, then we 
all must become mystics. The pres-
ence of Christ in the ordinary, in the 
everyday fabric of our lives, is a 
beautiful mystery whose depths we 
need to plumb ever more deeply. 
Rahner spoke often and eloquently 
about the importance of relating to 
Christ, growing closer to Christ, not 
just on Sunday but in all the days of 
the week. In addition, I am thankful 
that most, if not all, of our parishes 
do have live streaming which assists 
our faithful in joining the entire 
community at prayer as they hear 
and see their priests calling the par-
ish together around the altar of the 
Lord. 

 The Practice of Charity: Charity is 
at the heart of everything we are 
doing during this pandemic. As 
Catholics, we are called to give of 
ourselves for others. We are avoid-
ing large gatherings (going to 
church) for the sake of others. We 
wear a mask for the sake of others. 
We are experiencing hardship for 
the sake of others.  By observing 
these enhanced protocols, each of us 
has an opportunity to build up the 

Body of Christ by staying home, 
ironically, by staying apart from the 
Body of Christ.  It is not about "me", 
but about the community and how 
we can together defeat this virus.  It 
is not about religious liberty or poli-
tics but about science and a prudent 
response to a dangerous virus. 
Thanks be to God our faith gives us 
the tools to respond effectively to 
this global emergency and to grow 
spiritually at the same time. We 
pray for the virtue of patience dur-
ing this time of sacrifice. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions: 
While there may still be myriad ques-
tions, the following were the most fre-
quently asked. These answers are sub-
ject to change, as the situation changes. 
 Can Mass intentions from several 

Sunday Masses be merged into 
the one live-streamed Mass? Yes, 
this is fine as long as the donors are 
aware that this is being done. 

 Can we celebrate outdoor Mass-
es?  Yes, as long as you observe 
proper protocols: masks, distancing, 
washing hands, etc. While parking lot 
Mass are not preferable, they are 
permissible; pastors can obtain lim-
ited-range FM broadcast equipment 
to aid in these. These will be deter-
mined by the pastor and his staff.  
Holy Communion can be received 
either from ministers going vehicle by 
vehicle or by a socially-distance and 
masked reception line as normal. 

 Can we celebrate daily Mass in 
the church? Churches may be 
open for individual devotion and 
prayer; however public daily inside 
Mass is currently suspended. 

 Can we receive Holy Communion 
outside of Mass: Yes, at the discre-
tion of the pastor. Deacons and Ex-
traordinary Ministers of the Eucha-
rist could be utilized as well. Holy 
Communion can be distributed by 
scheduled visits to the church or by 
home visits to those who cannot re-
ceive otherwise or are in increased 
danger should they become infected. 

 Will missing Mass be a sin? Not in 
this instance. The Archbishop has 
granted dispensation from attending 
Mass until further notice due to the 
pandemic. 

 Can we continue with Religious 
Education Classes? In general, 
yes.  This should be determined by the 

pastor and his staff.  However, there 
should be no more than 25% occu-
pancy in the room, follow protocols of 
masks, distancing, etc., and offer al-
ternatives. PHYSICAL ATTENDANCE 
IS NOT REQUIRED. 

 Can I still receive the Sacraments 
of Reconciliation? Will Anointing 
of the Sick still be available? Pas-
tors can still hear individual confes-
sions as well as give the Anointing of 
the Sick, as long as protocols are ob-
served. 

 Can we still celebrate baptisms, 
weddings and funerals? Baptisms, 
weddings and funerals without Mass 
are allowed with no more than 10 
people attending in the church build-
ing, including the priest and other 
ministers.  Outdoor services at the 
graveside should observe distancing, 
masking, etc., without large, close 
gatherings at gravesides. Indoor 
chapels at cemeteries may be used as 
long as there are no more than ten 
people in the chapel at any time. 
Please contact your parish for specif-
ic questions. 

 How can the Faithful help at this 
time? All the faithful are encour-
aged to reach out to their family, 
friends and others during this time of 
adversity to encourage and lift each 
other in prayer and our Faith. If 
someone you know is struggling, en-
courage them to seek professional 
guidance from your local crisis cen-
ter. 

 

Answers to Comments Received: 
 "You should worry about the soul, 

not the body!"  That would be 
counter to Jesus' own example, who 
Himself healed afflicted persons 
even when it went against the laws 
governing the Sabbath. The closure 
of inside Mass is itself a type of "pre-
empt ive healing" by helping people 
avoid acquiring a potentially deadly 
disease. See Luke 13:10-15 for just 
one recent example from Mass. 

 "You don't have enough faith!  
God will keep us from illness!"  
God does not suspend His natural 
laws at our demand; to expect Him 
to do so is "tempting God", which 
Jesus Himself teaches against. By 
this logic, no one of faith would ever 
get sick at any time. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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 "We're adults; we should be able 
to decide for ourselves!" Yes, but 
do you have the right to decide for 
everyone with whom you might 
come in contact should you become 
an asymptomatic carrier/
spreader ...for weeks? Others will 
not know you exposed yourself to 
possible contagion, and may then 
themselves become spreaders or 
succumb to the disease. 

 “You're denying our constitution-
al right to worship!" Worship is 
always possible to those with faith-
prayer, scriptures, spiritual reading, 
adoration, etc. God is not limited by 
His sacraments. The enacted 
measures are to safeguard against 
very real and immediate danger to 
human life and health. Rights are 
legitimate only until they impinge 
on the rights of others. Also, as an 
informational note, the 1s1 amend-
ment right to worship limits the 
government, not the internal gov-
ernance of religions. If COVID-19 
had a 50% fatality rate, would you 
still argue that the government or 

religious authorities had no right or 
obligation to protect the public? 

 

We also ought to remember that New 
Mexico has a centuries-long history of 
maintaining the faith even before weekly 
Mass was available.  In earlier times, 
Masses were infrequent, and priests few 
and far between; it is only in the last 150 
years or so with increased population 
and improved transport at ion that Mass 
has become so regularly accessible. And 
yet the faithful of our state never flagged 
in fidelity and the worship and love of 
God. So remember our forebears, the 
martyrs and the persecuted in the world, 
who remained faithful even in the most 
desperate conditions, and know that God 
gives you, too, the grace and faith to be 
as steadfast even when sacrificing your 
attendance at Mass to safeguard the 
lives of your brothers and sisters. Jesus 
emphasizes: "...love one another; even as 
I have loved you...By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another." (John 13:34-
35) And with the shortage of priests, we 
may experience such infrequency of 
Mass in the future, so encourage young 
men to explore vocations to the priest-
hood. 

 

At the heart of all our prudential judg-
ments is a great love for the Eucharist 
and for our people. 
pray that this latest decision honors 
both.  I pray as well that God will give us 
all the gift of patience since we still have 
a long way to go in fighting the corona-
virus.  This pandemic has deepened my 
appreciation for each of you and for all 
that you do for our Church.  It has also 
drawn me closer to you as I appreciate 
the great gift we share together as 
brothers and sisters in Christ, a gift that 
no virus can take away from us since we 
are one with Christ, the High Priest, who 
has conquered sin and death through his 
Resurrection. 
 

With prayers for your well-being and 
safety, I remain 
 
Fraternally yours in the Lord, 

Most Reverend John C. 
Wester  
Archbishop of Santa Fe 
 

(Continued from page 2) 

STATEMENT: A CALL TO PRAYER FOR OUR NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS  

Celine B. Radigan, Director of Office of Communications/Social Media 
November 9, 2020  

 

ALBUQUERQUE – Archbishop John C. Wester issues a call to prayer for our newly elected officials.  
 

With thanks to God that our country has now concluded peaceful elections, I join my prayers with those of the faith-

ful in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe as I congratulate and pray for President-elect Joseph R. Biden Jr., Vice President-

elect Kamala D. Harris, and the newly elected men and women on the federal, state, county, and local level. The task 

ahead for these public servants is daunting during these days of pandemic, social unrest, economic hardship, and 

polarization. Therefore, following St. Paul’s lead in his letter to Timothy (1 Timothy 2:1-2), it is more important than 

ever that we offer “supplications, prayers, petitions and thanksgivings” for our new civic leaders. We also remember 

all those who ran for office, thanking them for their devotion to service in the public square.  
 

I ask that we pray for each other and for our fellow citizens that we will all cooperate with our new leaders as they 

seek to heal divisions, break down the walls constructed by prejudice and poverty, and forge a path from ideological 

separatism to genuine unity amid diversity. This is an historical moment in which we are called and challenged to 

live up to our country’s name by becoming more and more a republic called the “United States.”  
 

On a personal note, I am proud that for the second time in history a Roman Catholic has been elected to the highest 

office in the land. The Catholic faith has been an important part of President-elect Biden’s life, comforting him amid 

personal tragedy and guiding him as he serves the common good. I pray that his faith will continue to illumine his 

path as he shoulders the immense burdens of the presidency.  
 

Most Reverend John C. Wester, Archbishop of Santa Fe  
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New Mexico is currently experiencing a rapid increase in the 
number of COVID-19 positive cases as well as increasing num-
bers of deaths. Combined with the perennial influenza sea-
son which is fast approaching and persons being in closer 
quarters during the winter, this portends a "perfect storm" to 
form an extremely hazardous situation. Already the de-
mographics of COVID-positive cases is migrating toward the 
younger ages, and there is even a case of a death of a 15-yea r-
old who had no pre-existing conditions.  In addition, hospitals 
are also reaching maximum capacity for treating patients. 
 

1. Churches will cease regular Mass schedules after Sunday, 
October 25, until further notice. Churches may remain 
open for individual devotion as long as persons remain 
masked and socially-distanced, with other now-familiar 
protective measures in place (sanitizer, cleansing, etc.). 
Normally-scheduled Masses should be streamed via the 
internet and/or recorded as best possible so that they 
may be accessed by people at home. 

2. The dispensation to NOT attend Sunday Mass continues 
until further notice. Please ensure the elderly are espe-
cially aware of this. 

3. 
 

 

4. 

 
5. 

 
6. Confession/General Absolution/Plenary Indulgences/

Anointing: The Apostolic Penitentiary, promulgated 
instruction which will provide much succor to the faithful 
as well as easing the burden for the clergy. They may be 
found at the following locations: 

a. Concerning Sacrament of Reconciliation:    

 
b. Decree Concerning Special/Plenary Indulgences: 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/
bollettino/pubblico/2020/03/20/200320c.html  

 

Most Reverend John C. Wester,  
Archbishop of Santa Fe 

TIME URGENT INCREASED PANDEMIC RESTRICTIONS 
by  John C. Wester, Archbishop of Santa Fe 

October 22, 2020 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/03/20/200320d.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/03/20/200320d.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/03/20/200320d.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/03/20/200320c.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/03/20/200320c.html
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THE SANTA FE ARCHDIOCESE COMMISSION  
FOR ECUMENICAL AND INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

Every day we may rub shoulders and work with people whose faith is differ-
ent from ours, yet we often miss opportunities 
to engage in deeper conversations and build 
meaningful relationships.  Jesus’ examples in 
the Gospels teaches us how to effectively be 
with people outside our comfort zones - with a 
spirit of openness, acceptance and, even for-
giveness. The Commission of Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs takes its mandate from 
our Lord’s Priestly prayer “…that all may be 

one, even as you, Father, in me and I in you; that they also may be one in us, that 
the world may believe that you have sent me.” (Jn 17:21)  
 

The building of these ecumenical and interreligious relationships, since the 
early days of the Church, has always been a prerequisite for effective evange-
lization of the Good News.  We are reminded by Pope St. John Paul II that, “...it 
is absolutely clear that ecumenism, the movement promoting Christian Unity, 
is not just some sort of ‘appendix’ which is added to the Church’s traditional 
activity.  Rather, ecumenism is an organic part of her life and work, and con-
sequently must pervade all that she is and does.” (Ut Unum Sint, 1995) The 
Church in Her Interreligious collaborations also has “the task of fostering uni-
ty and love... giving primary consideration to what humans have in common 
and to what promotes fellowship among them.” (Nostra Aetate, 1) 
 

For more information and online presentations, contact Jim Gilroy, Commis-
sion Chair at gilroy@unm.edu or 575-776-8450. 

NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRY  
ST. KATERI TEKAKWITHA 

 SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE 
This years St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Scholarship recipients have been 
chosen. Forty students were chosen 
and will receive monies to help sup-
port their Catholic education during 
this 2020-2021 school year. Congratulations to all 
those chosen! 

 

MONTHLY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
Next month’s meeting will be held on Tuesday, De-
cember 8 at 10:00am via ZOOM.  

 

 
Native American Ministry 

Shirley Zuni 
Director 

505-831-8104 
szuni@archdiosf.org 

Charla Becerra 
Secretary 

505-831-8151 
cbecerra@archdiosf.org 

 

 

Office of Ecumenical & Interreligious Affairs 
Rev. Msgr. Bennett J. Voorhies  

Director      
505-831-8243 

bvoorhies@archdiosf.org 

Rose Garcia                
Part-Time Secretary           

505-831-8243 

rogarcia@archdiosf.org  

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY  
JANUARY 18–25, 2021 

Abide in My Love…You Shall Bear Much Fruit  
(cf. John 15:1-17) 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021  
Theme Announced 

 

The theme for the 2021 Week of Prayer for  
Christian Unity is “Abide in My Love…You Shall 

Bear Much Fruit.” It was discerned by the  
Monastic Community of Grandchamp in  

Switzerland and finds its origins in the Gospel of 
John (cf. John 15:1-17). 

 

Please be on the look out for more information to 
come on how to celebrate this years Week of 

Prayer for  Christian Unity! 

mailto:gilroy@unm.edu
mailto:bvoorhies@archdiosf.org
mailto:rogarciaarchdiosf.org
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POPE FRANCIS' THIRD ENCYCLICAL, 
FRATELLI TUTTI: ON FRATERNITY  

AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP 
Have you read Pope Francis’ new encyclical 
yet? You can here:  
http://www.vatican.va/content/
francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa
-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-
tutti.html?
fbclid=IwAR1FkZ9fsgvkXLT2dYY7Wwd8jl
N0fkUL5nbhRskEoLxL-R4iqnUfoXpD8cQ 
Here are some infographics that can be 
found on the USCCB website, there are a 
total of nine they can help to reflect further 
on the encyclical https://www.usccb.org/
resources/fratelli-tutti-infographics 
 

NEW FRATELLI TUTTI  
RESOURCES AND WEBSITE 

Pope Francis’ exciting new encyclical, Fra-
telli Tutti, urges us to 
work for the good of 
our neighbor and a 
global society built 
on justice and the 
common good. Find 
resources such as 
helpful summaries, 
infographics, a new 
blogpost, Catholic 
Social Teaching re-
sources, an immigra-

tion-focused discussion guide, and more to 
help your community respond to Pope 
Francis’ call at usccb.org/Fratelli-Tutti. 

 

WATCH THE TED TALK  
BY POPE FRANCIS  

Pope Francis talks on our moral imperative 
to act on climate 
change -- and 3 
steps we can take! 
Remember that 
Pope Francis invites 
us to celebrate the 
5th Anniversary of 
Laudato Si’ from 
May 24, 2020 to May 
24, 2021! Watch it now: https://youtu.be/
KHuwaKrHuR0 
 

REMEMBER FAIR TRADE  
DURING THE HOLIDAYS!  

Do your shopping with a conscience! Shop 
on line by visiting the SERVV Fair Trade 
website and purchase items on line at 
https://www.serrv.org/. 
  

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CCHD 
This year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the found-
ing of the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Devel-
opment (CCHD)  
—that’s 50 years support-
ing initiatives that em-
power families, immi-
grants, new mothers, the elderly, and those 
in need. Through their work across the U.S., 
they also empowered individuals to be-
come active participants in their communi-
ties by partnering with other local organi-
zations. Their goal is to transform society 
into one which supports the flourishing of 
all our brothers and sisters.  
 

The organizations supported by CCHD have 
been working for decades to address the 
racial and economic disparities revealed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Now more than 
ever, as CCHD looks forward to the daunt-
ing task of rebuilding a society where all 
can thrive in the aftermath of a devastating 
pandemic and the ongoing call to dismantle 
racial injustice, the work of CCHD is vitally 
important. 
 

SAVE THE DATE – CSMG 2021  
The Catholic Social Ministry Gathering will 
be held virtually starting Saturday, Febru-
ary 6 – Tuesday, February 9, 2020. The 
theme of the 2021 gathering, “Make justice 
your aim” (cf. Is. 1:17): Rebuilding Togeth-
er,” will focus on the disparities revealed 
by COVID-19 and renewed racial unrest 
and our call as a church to re-imagine new 
models based on justice and equality. CSMG 
2021 will occur via interactive virtual plat-
form that will make possible a larger gath-
ering with intentional opportunities for 
networking and engagement with 
virtual exhibitors. More information will be 
coming soon. 
 

THE FOURTH WORLD DAY OF THE 
POOR – “STRETCH FORTH YOUR HAND 

TO THE POOR” (SIR 7:32) 
Sunday, November 15, 2020 marks the 
Fourth World Day of the Poor. Read the 
message from Pope Francis about this day. 
A pastoral reflection guide (en Espan ol) is 
available from the USCCB, that includes 
reflections on the Sunday readings, prayers 
of the faithful, a sample bulletin announce-
ment, social media posts, and more.  
 

HERE ARE 5 WAYS YOU CAN OBSERVE 
THE WORLD DAY OF THE POOR:  
1. PRAY FOR THE POOR.  
There are so many people who need our 
prayers. If you’re overwhelmed and not 
sure where to start, try praying with your 
newsfeed. As you see headlines about 
what’s happening around the world, pause 
and pray for the people affected by those 
stories. 
2. PRACTICE THE CORPORAL WORKS OF 
MERCY.  
The Corporal Works of Mercy are drawn 
from Jesus’ life and teachings. They call us 
to: feed the hungry, give drink to the 
thirsty, shelter the homeless, visit the sick 
and imprisoned, bury the dead and give 
alms to the poor. Pope Francis added a new 
work of mercy: to care for God’s creation. 
The Corporal Works of Mercy offer a clear 
model and starting point for how to care 
for our neighbors in need. 
3. MAKE CARING FOR THE POOR PART 
OF YOUR ROUTINE.  
Do you buy coffee, chocolate or Christmas 
gifts? One way to support low-income 
workers around the world is by buying 
things you use on a regular basis from or-
ganizations that pay a fair wage. If you 
drink coffee or tea, look for a fair trade la-
bel, which means that the farmers who 
harvest the coffee or tea are paid fairly and 
work in safe conditions. As you begin your 
Christmas shopping, consider buying gifts 
from around the world that are produced 
and traded ethically. 
4. LEARN ABOUT THE CAUSES OF POV-
ERTY AND WORK TO CHANGE THEM. 
There are many reasons why people 
around the world are trapped in poverty: 
lack of jobs, war and climate change that 
affects what farmers can grow are only a 
few examples. We can raise our voices to-
gether to ask our government to support 
policies that help address these causes of 
poverty. 
5. SUPPORT THE CHURCH’S OUTREACH 
TO THE POOR.  
One way to care for the poor in the US is by 
supporting the U.S. Bishop’s anti-poverty 
effort, Catholic Campaign for Human Devel-
opment (CCHD).  On the weekend before 
Thanksgiving, the same day as the World 
Day for the Poor, Diocese around the coun-
try hold the annual CCHD collection, and 
we need you contribute! The collection is 
the only annual opportunity to raise essen-
tial funds to support the work of over 200 
anti-poverty organizations around the 
country.  See http://www.usccb.org/
about/catholic-campaign-for-human-
development/index.cfm for more infor-
mation. 

Office of Social Justice & Respect Life   

Anne Avellone 
Director  

505-831-8167 
aavellone@archdiosf.org 

Maria Garcia 
Secretary 

505-831-8205 
mgarcia@archdiosf.org 

Cynthia Roberson 
CCHD Intern 

505-831-8235 
justice2@archdiosf.org 

Israela Garcia  
CCHD Intern 

505-831-8235 
igarcia@archdiosf.org  

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html?fbclid=IwAR1FkZ9fsgvkXLT2dYY7Wwd8jlN0fkUL5nbhRskEoLxL-R4iqnUfoXpD8cQ
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html?fbclid=IwAR1FkZ9fsgvkXLT2dYY7Wwd8jlN0fkUL5nbhRskEoLxL-R4iqnUfoXpD8cQ
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html?fbclid=IwAR1FkZ9fsgvkXLT2dYY7Wwd8jlN0fkUL5nbhRskEoLxL-R4iqnUfoXpD8cQ
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html?fbclid=IwAR1FkZ9fsgvkXLT2dYY7Wwd8jlN0fkUL5nbhRskEoLxL-R4iqnUfoXpD8cQ
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html?fbclid=IwAR1FkZ9fsgvkXLT2dYY7Wwd8jlN0fkUL5nbhRskEoLxL-R4iqnUfoXpD8cQ
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html?fbclid=IwAR1FkZ9fsgvkXLT2dYY7Wwd8jlN0fkUL5nbhRskEoLxL-R4iqnUfoXpD8cQ
https://www.usccb.org/resources/fratelli-tutti-infographics
https://www.usccb.org/resources/fratelli-tutti-infographics
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=1987e10500&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=9a9281f127&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=54a16a0978&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=d8c57111e5&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=d8c57111e5&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=d8c57111e5&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=8146588680&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=8146588680&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=1c61f92bb2&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://youtu.be/KHuwaKrHuR0
https://youtu.be/KHuwaKrHuR0
https://www.serrv.org/
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/papa-francesco_20200613_messaggio-iv-giornatamondiale-poveri-2020.html
https://www.usccb.org/resources/world-day-of-poor-2020-reflection-guide.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/world-day-of-poor-2020-reflection-guide-spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/index.cfm
mailto:mgarcia@archdiosf.org
mailto:igarcia@archdiosf.org
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HELP THE CCHD COLLECTION  
NOVEMBER 21-22 IN PARISHES!  

Pope Francis once said, “The best and most 
practical way to avoid making an idol of 
money is to share it, share it with others, 
above all with the poor…When you share 
and donate your profits, you are perform-
ing an act of lofty spirituality.”  With these 
words in mind, we reach out to our fellow 
Catholic communities to ask for your act of 
lofty spirituality that will help the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development. CCHD, 
the anti-poverty effort of the US Bishops, is 
dedicated to breaking the cycle of poverty 
by funding community programs that en-
courage independence. Your generous do-
nations will give those in poverty the sup-
port they need to make lasting changes. 
Together, we can make a difference in fam-
ilies and communities across the United 
States. Please encourage your communities 
to give generously to this collection!   
 

All parishes should have already received 
their promotion materials and post-
ers.  The collection funds both national and 
local grants (25% of the collections stays 
locally) available to non-profit organiza-
tions working on community or economic 
development projects. Totaling $120,000 
in grants, currently CCHD is funding a com-
munity led program to protect scarce wa-
ter rights, a community supported agricul-
ture effort, programs that advocate for im-
migrants and refugees, and community 
advocacy for public education, neighbor-
hood safety and early childhood interven-
tion. CCHD has also collaborated with The 
Catholic Foundation on local economic de-
velopment grants. For more information 
see www.usccb.org/cchd or contact our 
office (see box). 
 

AACC WEBINAR SERIES  
Upcoming Webinar Part 1: What is Rac-
ism? A Dialogue with Deacon Arthur 
Miller of the Archdiocese of Hartford, CT 
Join us for the first in a series exploring the 
Pastoral Letter Against 
Racism, “Open Wide Our 
Hearts: The Enduring Call 
to Love” by the U.S. Cath-
olic bishops. Sponsored 
by: Archdiocese of Santa 
Fe Office of Social Justice 
and Respect Life, African 
American Catholic Community of the Arch-
diocese of Santa Fe, Archdiocese of Santa 
Fe Ad Hoc Committee on Racism, with sup-
port from the Catholic Campaign for Hu-
man Development. 

  

Open Wide Our Hearts, 
Part 1: What is Racism? A 
Dialogue with Deacon 
Arthur Miller of the Arch-
diocese of Hartford, CT. 
November 30, 2020 from 
6pm – 7:30pm (MST). 
Register here.  
  

The upcoming Webinar Series (Dates, 
Times and Speakers-TBD): 
Part 1: What is Racism? (November 30, 
2020) Deacon Arthur Miller 
Part 2: Do Justice (February 2021) 
Part 3: Love Goodness: The Urgent Call of 
Love (April 2021) 
Part 4: Walk Humbly with God (June 2021) 
Questions, please contact the office (see 
box). 
 

PROJECT RACHEL: POST-ABORTION 
HEALING IN THE “HEART OF THE 

CHURCH”  
For many post-abortive women, physical 
healing from their 
abortion is not the 
main issue.  For 
many, the ailment 
is about grief, and 
they are in need of 
spiritual and psy-
chological heal-
ing.  However, 
many of the ways women might address 
grief and guilt can result in physical prob-
lems such as chemical addictions and other 
destructive behaviors.  Spiritual, psycho-
logical and physical illness must be treated 
with care and compassion. Project Rachel 
is a ministry of mercy, helping women and 
men recover from abortion loss. Abortion 
loss is an integral part of the Church’s Pro-
Life ministries; Project Rachel is in the 
“heart of the Church.”  For information on 
Project Rachel within the Archdiocese of 
Santa Fe, call the Project Rachel message 
line, 505-831-8238. 

IT IS IN GIVING THAT WE RE-
CEIVE: THE GIFT OF THE GOSPEL 

In this month of Thanksgiving, it is im-
portant for us to be grateful for the wisdom 
of the Gospel in our lives.  We must remem-
ber that it is our duty to witness to others 
the presence of Jesus Christ in our families 
and in our communities.  Catholic Social 
Teaching (CST) is one of the best ways to 
teach our youth, young adults and adults 
about how we as Catholics can live a holy, 
peaceful and productive life.  When we 
teach and learn from each other how to be 
Christ to others, our lives are transformed. 
Our parishioners and religious education 
programs are counting on us to form our 
families in the Catholic faith.  With the 
COVID-19 consequences, we are having to 
cope with new learning situations, restrict-
ed gatherings and limited options.  We can 
help you!  The Office of Social Justice and 
Respect Life is available to present for any 
and all Archdiocese of Santa Fe programs 
for youth, young adult and adult faith for-
mation groups. 
 

We are very much aware of the challenges 
of teaching on-line/virtually and socially 
distanced.  We understand that many min-
isters are nervous about using digital plat-
forms.  The good news is that we have an 
opportunity to learn and teach in a new 
way.  We can help you in many ways by 
providing presentations for your group or 
helping you with the basics of setting up a 
virtual class/meeting. 
 

Let us work together in Thanksgiving for 
the opportunity that God gives us to share 
the Gospel and its teachings with our 
friends, families and neighbors. 
To schedule a presentation, to discuss 
themes and ideas or if you have any ques-
tions, contact Israela Garcia (see box). 

 

ORDER YOUR CRS RICE BOWLS FOR 
LENT NOW!  

Is it ever too 
early to start 
preparing for 

Lent? New materials for CRS Rice Bowl 
2021 are available now to pre-order. We 
want YOU to be part of the journey—order 
FREE faith-formation resources today! 
Contact the office (see box) to place your 
order. 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
FROM POPE FRANCIS 

“Stretch forth your hand to 
the poor” (Sir 7:32). Age-old 
wisdom has proposed these 
words as a sacred rule to be 

followed in life. Today these words remain 
as timely as ever. They help us fix our gaze 
on what is essential and overcome the bar-
riers of indifference. Poverty always ap-
pears in a variety of guises, and calls for 
attention to each particular situation. In all 
of these, we have an opportunity to encoun-
ter the Lord Jesus, who has revealed himself 
as present in the least of his brothers and 
sisters (cf. Mt 25:40)… In this journey of 
daily encounter with the poor, the Mother 
of God is ever at our side. More than any 
other, she is the Mother of the Poor.  

4th World Day of Poor Message, 2020 

http://www.usccb.org/cchd
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIkd-isqjIiHNBde58IWfmUTlv96xxMwoTm
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Office of Hispanic Ministry  
  

Rocío González 
Director  

505-831-8152 
 rgonzalez@archdiosf.org 

Elvia Becerra 
Assistant 

505-831-8147 
ebecerra@archdiosf.org  

 

 

Ministry Resource Center 
Deacon Keith Davis  

Director      
505-831-8187 

kdavis@archdiosf.org 

Corey Lucero                     
Secretary               

505-831-8179 

clucero@archdiosf.org 

NOT CURRENTLY A LIBRARY PATRON? 
 Just visit our web site to register online at: http://
archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/ or Click Here 

THE MINISTRY RESOURCE CENTER  
PARTIALLY REOPENS  

The Archdiocese of Santa Fe public library, otherwise known as the 
Ministry Resource Center, contains a treasure trove of books and 
DVD’s available for free check out to any parishioner in the Archdi-
ocese.  While we still cannot have visitors to the library, you can 
easily reserve an item in our on-line catalog, and we will mail it to 
you.  Just return it via media mail with the USPS or, if you are in 
Albuquerque, you can put it in our drop box at the Catholic Center. 
 

Our online catalog can be reached by CLICKING HERE. There you 
can find a list of all our resources (we have over 12,000 items) as 
well as links to become a patron, videos about how to use the li-
brary and much more.   

ARCHDIOCESAN REFLECTIONS ON YOUTUBE  
Reflections are held Tuesdays at 2pm via YouTube.  Click the 
link to join: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCKqUBEwZJxQHVQVrOPA7P0w 

 

ZOOM TRAININGS AND EVENTS 
The Office of Youth, Young Adult & Campus Ministry is offer-
ing ZOOM trainings and events during this unprecedented 
time.  This includes Advent Mini Retreat trainings, 
Quincean era Retreats and more.  We continue to have our 
Deanery meetings and Coffee with our ministers to discuss 
current issues. We are also available to do trainings for indi-
vidual parishes.  If you are interested in our office putting on a 
zoom training or you missed any of the zoom events listed 
above and would like us to offer another one please contact 
Della at dmontano@archdiosf.org 

 

Youth Office Web Site: http://www.asfym.org 
Youth, Young Adult & Campus Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/ASFYouthYACM/ 
YouTube: https://youtu.be/lJM_PpZ18Bk 

Instagram:  asf_young_adults 
Pinterest:  http://www.pinterest.com/asfyouth/ 

Bernadette Jaramillo 
Director  

505-831-8145 
bjaramillo@archdiosf.org       

Della Montaño  
Secretary 

505-831-8142 
dmontano@archdiosf.org   

Andrea Solis 
Young Adult & Campus Coordinator  

505-831-8216  
asolis@archdiosf.org 

Reina Goode 
Middle School Coordinator 

505-831-8252 
rgoode@archdiosf.org 

Youth, Young Adult & Campus Ministry 

MASS IN SPANISH IS BROADCASTED EVERY 
SUNDAY ON CHANNEL 50 (MY50TV-KASY) 

In an effort to offer Sunday 
Mass in Spanish each week, not 
only during the time when pa-
rishioners are unable to attend 
Sunday Mass in their parishes 
due to the COVID 19 contingen-
cy, the Hispanic Ministry and Liturgy offices 
broadcast the Mass in Spanish on television 
each week.  These Masses are broadcast every 
Sunday at 7:00am on My50TV (KASY) - channel 
50 on regular television (check with your televi-
sion signal provider for other channels). Please 
share this information with anyone who may 
benefit from this broadcast. 
  
Recordings of these masses can also be viewed 
from 4:00pm on Saturday (pre-Sunday mass) 
via the Internet by visiting the following link: 
http://hispanicministryasf.org/tv-and-radio-
programs/video-collection/ 
  
For any questions regarding the transmission of 
the Mass in Spanish, please call the Hispanic 
Ministry Office at 505-831-8147.  
  
Holy Mass can also be heard on the radio every 
Sunday on KNMM 1150 AM and 102.1 FM in 
Albuquerque at 7:00am and KNMX 540 AM in 
Las Vegas, NM at 8:00am. 

mailto:rgonzalez@archdiosf.org
http://archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/index.html#menuHomeC:/Users/kdavis/Documents/_Outlook
http://archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/index.html#menuHomeC:/Users/kdavis/Documents/_Outlook
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/mrc-new-patron-registration
http://archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/index.html#menuHome
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKqUBEwZJxQHVQVrOPA7P0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKqUBEwZJxQHVQVrOPA7P0w
mailto:dmontano@archdiosf.org
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.asfym.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cde96531129e94c030cd808d7cb563c35%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637201443541628210&sdata=DXBp4OGIt0ul073Xozlv1y%2FTXSVpWA74Dwj2qMl9NLc%3D&reserve
https://www.facebook.com/ASFYouthYACM/
https://www.facebook.com/ASFYouthYACM/
https://youtu.be/lJM_PpZ18Bk
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fasfyouth%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cde96531129e94c030cd808d7cb563c35%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637201443541638210&sdata=OsQIGaxtNfLUeovKhasLWdzqIJ68i%2B2Y%2FEA3G
mailto:asolis@archdiosf.org
mailto:rgoode@archdiosf.org
http://hispanicministryasf.org/tv-and-radio-programs/video-collection/
http://hispanicministryasf.org/tv-and-radio-programs/video-collection/
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR LAY MINISTRY 
Following our baptismal call to serve in the Church, especially as a lay 
person, can be challenging to say the least.  This is nothing new, of 
course.  That’s why over 40 years ago, a group of folks gathered to-
gether to form NALM.  The National Association for Lay Ministry is a 
collaborative organization of lay, religious and ordained ministers that 
empowers, advocates for, and develops lay pastoral leadership and 
promotes the growth of lay pastoral ministry in the Catholic Church.  
Membership in NALM is very affordable – only $65 per year.  With that 
you get access to support networks and resources to help you face the 
ups and downs of lay ministry.  The organization is supported by Arch-
bishop Wester who serves as the Episcopal Moderator and the Archdi-
ocese of Santa Fe is an organizational member. For more information, 
or to join go to www.NALM.org. 
 

ARCHBISHOP WESTER TO HOLD LISTENING SESSION 
Archbishop John C. Wester will hold a listening session with members 
of the National Association for Lay Ministry (NALM) on Tuesday, De-
cember 22 at 2:30pm.   
 

The Archbishop is the Episcopal Moderator for NALM and is a co-
author of the USCCB Document Coworkers in the Vineyard of the Lord: 
a Resource for Guiding the Development of Lay Ecclesial Ministry.  This 
will be a virtual meeting via ZOOM. 
 

Registrants must be current members of NALM.  To register for this 
event go to https://www.nalm.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?
id=1423865# .  Registrants will receive the log-on information via 
email. 
 

To become a member of NALM, go to www.NALM.org.  Membership is 
only $65 for those who reside in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe.  Further 
discounts are available for students and retirees. 

BASIC THEOLOGY COURSES 
Course:  Introduction to Jesus (Basic theology course #2) 
Description: This course provides a basic introduction to Christology 
including the significance of the Incarnation, life and ministry of Jesus 
as well as his passion and resurrection. Students are also provided an 
opportunity to build on their spiritual journey as we look at how Jesus 
prayed and how that influences our own prayer. 
Wednesdays, Nov. 4, 11, 18 and Dec. 2 & 9 
Class will be held via Zoom 
Time: 6:30 to 8:30pm 
Instructor: Deacon Keith Davis 
Cost:  $15 

 

 

Office of Formation for Christian Service  
Deacon Keith Davis  

Director      
505-831-8187 

kdavis@archdiosf.org  

Corey Lucero                     
Secretary               

505-831-8179 

clucero@archdiosf.org  

Register online at:  
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/FFCS-Course-Registration  

or contact Corey Lucero (see box above) 

Sr. Edna Esquibel  
Director  

505-831-8127 
mesquibel@archdiosf.org  

Kathy  M. Garcia 
Secretary 

505-831-8129 
kgarcia@archdiosf.org  

Office of Religious Education 

UPCOMING BASIC CATECHETICAL LEADER CLASSES:  
Excellence in Ministry: Best Practices for Successful 
Catechetical Leadership Pt. 1  
Thursday, Nov. 19, 2020 -  2:00-4:00pm or 6:30-
8:30pm, via ZOOM 
 

Excellence in Ministry: Best Practices for Successful 
Catechetical Leadership Pt. 2  
Thursday, Dec. 10, 2020 - 2:00-4:00pm or 6:30 -
8:30pm, via ZOOM 
 

For more information contact Kathy Garcia  
505-831-8129 or kgarcia@archdiosf.org 

 

COMING IN EARLY 2021 
A look at the new Directory for Catechesis, stay tuned for 
more information. 

Office of Family Life 

Yvette Duran 
Coordinator 

505-831-8117 
yduran@archdiosf.org   

ARCHDIOCESAN PREPARATION FOR  
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE  

All Pre Cana classes will be held via ZOOM from 7:00 to 
9:00PM. Cost is $20.  For more information or to regis-
ter, please email yduran@archdiosf.org.  
 

Upcoming classes will be November 16, 18, 20. 
 

ARCHDIOCESAN NATURAL 
FAMILY PLANNING 

Please visit our website for in-
formation on classes available 
through the family life office.  
 

MARRIAGE SUPPORT 
Retrouvaille, a lifeline for troubled marriages. Is 
your marriage tearing you apart? Is there little or no 
meaningful communication? Are you considering sepa-
ration or divorce? We believe Retrouvaille can help.  
 Retrouvaille will teach you a method to re-establish 
communication. This three phase program consists of a 
weekend 
experience, 
a series of 7 
follow-up 
sessions 
over a three-month period, and a monthly meeting for 
lifelong support.   
 

For more information please call 505-890-3495 in Al-
buquerque or 1-800-470-2230.  You can also find us on 
the Web at www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 

http://www.NALM.org
https://www.nalm.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1423865
https://www.nalm.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1423865
file:///C:/Users/cbecerra/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KZARQQQR/www.NALM.org
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/FFCS-Course-Registration
mailto:kgarcia@archdiosf.org
mailto:yduran@archdiosf.org
x-apple-data-detectors://1
http://www.HelpOurMarriage.com
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
Pastoral Ministries Division 
4000 St. Joseph Place, NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
 
Return Service Requested 

To subscribe/unsubscribe to this free newsletter, or if there is an address change  
please contact Denise Frias at dfrias@archdiosf.org or 505-831-8165. Thank you! 

Published by the ASF Pastoral Ministries Division  4000 St. Joseph Place NW Albuquerque, NM 87120 

Michelle Montez 
Executive Director & Editor 

505-831-8221 
mmontez@archdiosf.org 

Denise Frias 
Executive Assistant & Assistant Editor 

505-831-8165 
dfrias@archdiosf.org  

Charla Becerra 
NAM Secretary & Assistant Editor 

505-831-8151 
cbecerra@archdiosf.org 

Help Us Conserve Resources and Trees!   
If you have an email address we can send you 
the PMD Express, via e-mail, which will save 
printing materials. Simply send a message to 
cbecerra@archdiosf.org 

We wish to thank all who are 
contributing to the Annual 

Catholic Appeal, making the 
ministries of the Pastoral 

Ministries Division possible. 

O God of Healing,  
We are called to wholeness,  
We are called to community,  
We are called to restore and renew.  
To the darkness of division,  
We choose to respond with light,  
To the despair of violence,  
We choose to respond with peace,  
Trusting in Your light and Your peace  
To open a way forward.  
O God of Healing,  
Help us listen and learn,  
Present to the sorrows we all bear.  
Help us reflect on your teaching  
As we seek new beginnings.  
Help us to act with the realization  
We are all your children,  
We are sisters and brothers,  
Connected with sacred bonds.  
God of Healing,  
Hear our prayer for wholeness,  
For community, for restorative peace,  
And for the renewal of our nation.  
In Christ’s name, hear our prayer.  
Amen  

Jane Deren, PhD 
 

Copyright © 2019, Education for Justice, a pro-
ject of the Ignatian Solidarity Network. 

POST-ELECTION PRAYER 


