
 

The Pastoral Ministries Division is “Called by God, Sent to Serve” 

Archdiocese of Santa Fe Pastoral Ministries Division 

Under the Leadership of Archbishop John C. Wester August 2020 COVID-19 Special Edition 

 

Dear Parent and Guardians, 
 
It is the obligation of the Church to equip and empower families to once again embrace 
their role as the domestic church: a place where faith takes root and is nurtured, as well 
as to assist and encourage parents in their role as the first or primary catechists of their 
own children. Your parish catechetical leadership has been reminded of this responsibil-
ity as they begin planning for Religious Education (Catechism) classes.  We know that you 
have concerns about the safety of your children and family during this pandemic. Every 
effort will be made to keep you and them safe.   
 
Archbishop Wester, after consultation with the Archdiocesan Rapid Response Team, has allowed Religious Education 
to resume in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe any time after August 22-23, 2020. However, the preferred method of in-
struction in the Archdiocese is one that follows shelter-in-place protocols, all directives of the State of New Mexico’s 
Public Health Order, and make use of video conferencing (i.e. Zoom, Skype, Google Classroom, Facebook, etc.),  
recorded classes (DVD, USB flash drive, YouTube, etc.) and other digital learning platforms. 
 
If necessary and possible by obeying all the following protocols, face-to-face, gathered instruction, particularly for 
smaller rural parishes, may take place.  Social distancing of 6 feet must be observed. Masks must be worn by all. The 
gathering spaces must be cleaned and disinfected regularly. Hand sanitizers must be available and frequent hand 
washing opportunities made available. At this moment in time, no gathering space should have more than the 25% 
allowed by the State of New Mexico Public Health Order. 
 
Both in person (gathered) and remote learning (non-gathered) methods must be made available to the families, par-
ticularly if parents have concerns or are fearful about sending their child to in-person classes.  
 
We ask God’s blessing upon each of you as you contemplate what is best for your family at this time and ask your 
help in keeping each other safe and well.  
 
Peace and all good! 

 
 
 

 
       Hna. M. Edna Pearl Esquibel, CSSF 
       Director of Religious Education  

 
* “to equip and empower families to once again embrace their role as the domestic church: a place where faith takes 
root and is nurtured” [Found on pg 62, first paragraph (Ch 4 “Empowering Families to be the Domestic Church” in All 
God’s People - Todo El Pueblo de Dios.] 

 

A LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   

by Sr. M. Edna Pearl Esquibel, CSSF 
August 6, 2020 

Office of Religious Education 
Sr. Edna Esquibel  

Director  

505-831-8127 
mesquibel@archdiosf.org  

Kathy  M. Garcia 
Secretary 

505-831-8129 
kgarcia@archdiosf.org  
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF BEST PRACTICES FOR PARISH BASED RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
FOR THE 2020-2021 CATECHETICAL YEAR  

 

The below are recommendations for safely resuming both non-gathered (distanced) and gathered (in-person) faith formation classes. 
These recommendations are based on the following guiding principles:  

Out of fraternal love, we will keep the Protection, Safety, Wellbeing, and Health of our children, families, and entire parish com-
munity at the forefront in resuming catechetical ministry.  

 

(Non-gathered) Socially distanced (at home) Faith Formation 
 Parish Catechetical Leaders should be prepared to offer a workable, non-gathered (at-home, or virtual/web-based) Religious Educa-

tion (Faith Formation/Catechism) program for the year.  
 The registration process should maintain social distance by using on-line, mailed or drop off forms  

 Safely compile ‘at home’ packets for parents/children  

 Check in regularly by phone, video chat, email, Flock Note, etc. with parents/guardians/grandparents to see how they are doing (not 
just with classes, but as a family trying to stay safe and well), if they need help or prayers, if they have questions, etc.  

 Creatively involve the entire family in the lessons and interactive activities that provide depth and fun  

 Recommend websites, videos, etc. for parents to add greater formation opportunities (MRC website: https://archdiosf.booksys.net/
opac/archdiosf/index.html#menuHome)  

 Seek permission to use any Copyrighted material before making copies  
 

(Non-gathered) Virtual Faith Formation  
 Parish Catechetical Leaders should be prepared to offer a workable, non-gathered (at-home, or virtual/web-based) Religious Educa-

tion (Faith Formation/Catechism) program for the year.  
 The registration process should maintain social distance by using on-line, mailed or drop off forms  

 Obtain parent/legal guardian permission for student to use web conference/internet based platform based on safe environment pro-
tocols which also includes recognition that classes will be recorded and stored for a time  

 Obtain parent/legal guardian permission for parish to post photos or screen-shots on parish website, official Facebook, Instagram etc.  

 Have two (2) safe environment certified adult (VIRTUS trained) catechists or youth ministers present for on-line or phone conference 
classes at all times  

 Ensure adult catechists stay connected/on-line (“in the room”) until every child logs off the platform so children are not left on the 
platform unsupervised.  

 Ensure protocols for the platform being followed to keep participants safe and protect them from on-line predators  

 Be aware of family limitations to technology and scheduling conflicts based on school requirements or parent work requirements and 
be flexible regarding attendance and participation  

 Provide alternatives for those without Wi-Fi access, those who have data limits on smart phones, or have limited shared de-
vices.  

 Check in regularly via phone, video chat, email, Flock Note, etc. with parents/guardians/grandparents to see how they are doing, if 
they need help or prayers, if they have questions, etc.  

 Provide a Code of Conduct for those participating in virtual classes (See Sample Permission regarding appropriate behavior and 
dress, participants remain in common area of home where parents can monitor).  

 Code of conduct would apply to parents, grandparents, godparents who join in the class discussions  

 Address bad behavior of the child with child and parents as soon as possible (a parent or guardian should be in the vicinity of the area 
the child is connected to the class)  

 Access additional resources offered by Catholic publishers for on-line learning.  

 On-line components that complement text books for faith formation as well as worksheets, etc.  

 Religious Education publishers offer webinars on “how to” use their on-line services and any associated costs  

 Ensure that any video or other links provided are authentic Catholic teaching  

 Check with your pastor or the Archdiocesan Pastoral Ministries Offices if you do not know or are uncertain.  
 

(Gathered) In-person (classroom) Faith Formation:  
 Know the parish facility’s capacity (number of people allowed in each room) and how many children and catechists make up no more 

than the percentage allowed by State of NM Health Order Guidelines and, where applicable, the orders of the Pueblo Governors.  
 Train catechists and volunteers with regard to safety and health protocols of social distancing, cleaning, disinfecting, etc.  

 Catholic Mutual, NM Department of Health websites have further information  

 Learn common symptoms of COVID-19 and what to watch for in themselves and children  

 Schedule cleaning and disinfecting of spaces used  

 Know whose responsibility it will be to ensure cleaning/disinfecting happens  

 Parishes may have janitorial staff taking care of the church; but, they may not be responsible for other parts of the 
parish plant (i.e. classrooms)  

 Ensure there are sufficient supplies and materials needed (disinfectant, gloves, masks, etc.)  

 Be aware that parishes with large groups of children and multiple other formation ministries who share a common 

https://archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/index.html#menuHome
https://archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/index.html#menuHome
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space may find this task more complicated and may require greater effort in planning.  
 Identify frequently touched areas (door handles, tables, desks, chairs, light switches, copy machines, etc.)  

 Limit non-essential visitors  

 Set up rooms with a minimum of 6’ distance of individual space for catechists, children/youth  

 Children/youth should all be facing the same direction (i.e. desks, tables & chairs, mats, etc.)  

 Use a larger facility if the classroom space is too small to distance (i.e. parish hall, church, gym, etc.) for formation classes  

 Provide FDA approved hand sanitizer for every classroom if there are no hand washing stations  

 Stagger arrival/dismissal times, bathroom visits, etc. to avoid large group gatherings  

 Avoid instances where masks would have to be removed such as meals, snacks, etc.  

 Provide or recommend children bring bottled water rather than using water fountains or sinks  

 Water should be consumed outside of classroom  

 Ensure each individual (catechists, children, youth, guests) wears a mask (3-ply) while at parish facilities.  

 Those who are medically excused from wearing a mask should have accommodations made for them to participate in non-
gathered formation options.  

 Consider use of a COVID-19 screening questionnaire and/or take temperatures (100.4⁰ +) for catechetical staff, children, visitors (i.e. 
parents needing to pick up a child or be in a classroom for special needs children)  

 Encourage those who are ill to stay home  

 Encourage those who are high-risk to stay home and provide non-gathered formation opportunities.  

 Ensure that books and other materials are not shared by children.  

 Each child should take possession of and be responsible for bringing books or materials to class each session.  

 If possible, text books or workbooks, folders, etc. may be stored at the parish facility if each child has a specific location 
where their materials may be kept separately (cubby, desk, etc.) and only the individual child accesses the materials.  

 Explore new ways of group tasks, projects, community service, retreats that would not require gathering in groups or sharing sup-
plies 

 Avoid any activities that include contact between participants (i.e. games, holding hands, etc.)  

 Provide alternatives to gathered/in-person catechesis for parents who are concerned about their child attending class.  

 Let empathy and compassion be your guide for parents concerned about the health and safety of their child, family, etc.  

 No “mandatory’ in-person classes, community service, projects, etc.  
 

SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 
2020-2021 Catechetical Year 

 

https://archdiocesesantafegiving.org/ministry-resource-center-mrc (ASF Ministry Resource Center: e-books, videos, books, etc.) 
 

https://archdiosf.org/christian-service (Ongoing Formation Classes for Adults) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKqUBEwZJxQHVQVrOPA7P0w/videos (Video Reflections Youth/y\Young adults) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9yQiKa6PAY&list=PLpbT9GQ03mWK1XR5l8vO09IhXlPDvdWT- (How To Video for Youth/Young 
Adult) 
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer/ (3-minute Retreat for Anyone) 
 

https://www.sliconnect.org/how-to-pray-in-times-of-crisis/ (On-demand Video for Anyone) 
 

https://www.emmausproductions.com/ (Music, video retreats, etc. for anyone) 
 

https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/category/all-things-catechist/technology-in-catechesis/ (Help for Catechists) 
 

http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/wegatonefare.html (Family 1st Eucharist Retreat) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvWn186jqWU&feature=youtu.be (Pflaum New Resources-Family Catechesis) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLpTzvCOJa7DBTwbqphYNgG8mxWWHLY7f0&time_continue=194&v=0- 
h4vff6N2s&feature=emb_logo (Video from USCCB – Parents as First Catechists) 
 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/Received-Handed/putting-parents-at-the-
center-of-our-ministry-efforts.cfm (Article from USCCB Importance of Parents) 
 

https://catholicbrain.com/ (Fully online resource for children/middle school children Faith Formation) 
 

https://www.cmdnet.org/ (Youth Ministry & Family Faith Formation Resources) 
 

https://teamrcia.com/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Multiple+RCIA+seeke 
rs+on+the+journey+of+faith+at+the+same+time&utm_campaign=2020-07-06+Newsletter (Resources for those preparing others for the 
Rite of Christian Initiation) 

(Continued from page 2) 

https://archdiocesesantafegiving.org/ministry-resource-center-mrc
https://archdiosf.org/christian-service
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKqUBEwZJxQHVQVrOPA7P0w/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9yQiKa6PAY&list=PLpbT9GQ03mWK1XR5l8vO09IhXlPDvdWT-
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer/
https://www.sliconnect.org/how-to-pray-in-times-of-crisis/
https://www.emmausproductions.com/
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/category/all-things-catechist/technology-in-catechesis/
http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/wegatonefare.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvWn186jqWU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLpTzvCOJa7DBTwbqphYNgG8mxWWHLY7f0&time_continue=194&v=0-h4vff6N2s&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLpTzvCOJa7DBTwbqphYNgG8mxWWHLY7f0&time_continue=194&v=0-h4vff6N2s&feature=emb_logo
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/Received-Handed/putting-parents-at-the-center-of-our-ministry-efforts.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/Received-Handed/putting-parents-at-the-center-of-our-ministry-efforts.cfm
https://catholicbrain.com/
https://www.cmdnet.org/
https://teamrcia.com/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Multiple+RCIA+seekers+on+the+journey+of+faith+at+the+same+time&utm_campaign=2020-07-06+Newsletter
https://teamrcia.com/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Multiple+RCIA+seekers+on+the+journey+of+faith+at+the+same+time&utm_campaign=2020-07-06+Newsletter
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(Continued from page 3) 

https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/ (Our Sunday Visitor[OSV] Supplemental Virtual Resources) 
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/20349/documents/2020/7/BASICS%20%20INTRODUCTION.pdf (FlipGrid: OSV’s tips for cate-
chists on virtual catechesis) 
http://rclbfamilylife.com/ & https://www.flourishkh.com/rclb/login (RCL Benziger online faith formation programs) 
https://store.rclbenziger.com/product/our-family-faith-series-our-family-faith-resource-guide-3-year-license & https://
store.rclbenziger.com/product/our-family-faith-series-our-family-devotions-english (Resource for Family Faith Formation – digital re-
sources and print in English & digital only in Espan ol) 
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/general/faith-formation/ (Resources for Faith Formation for Children)  
 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=loyola+press (Loyola Press supplemental virtual resources) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/SadlierReligion (Resources from Sadlier & catechist formation webinars) 
 

https://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/flipping-catechesis-3-simple-strategies-for-flipping-faith-formation (Flipped Catechesis-
collaboration between parents and parish) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/avemariapress (Resources from Ave Maria Press & catechist formation webinars) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/ascensionpress (Resources from Ascension Press) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/ignatiuspress (Resources from Ignatius Press) 
 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/ (Resources from Dynamic Catholic for Sacramental Preparation) 
 

https://thesignsofgrace.org/ (Virtual resource from Augustine Institute for Sacramental Prep) 
 

https://pastoral.center/eresources (Virtual resources from The Pastoral Center for all ages) 
 

https://store.rclbenziger.com/product/family-celebrations-through-year-mark-online-license (RCL Benziger resource for Family Faith 
Formation) 
 

https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/a-family-of-faith-covid-19-temporary-access (Sophia Institute Family Faith resource – English) 
 

https://bayardfaithresources.com/products/sunday-fun-for-faith-filled-families-ideas-prayers-and-activities-tocelebrate- 
the-lord-s-day-shareable-parish-and-school-use (Breaking open the Sunday Readings from Twenty Third Publications) Supplemental 
Resources 2020-2021 Catechetical Year 
 

https://app.feedblitz.com/f/f.fbz?Sub=1093293 (Subscribe to get the daily readings from USCCB and a weekly Lectio Divina on the Sun-
day Readings) 
 

https://store.rclbenziger.com/product/praying-scriptures-lectionary-resources-church-year-b-1-year-license (RCL Benziger resource for 
Sunday readings Praying the Scriptures. Spanish version Orando con las Escrituras available in August. Whole parish license available 
under $20@year) 
 

https://www.wordonfire.org/ (Adult Faith Formation opportunities with Bishop Baron) 
 

https://www.archindy.org/catechesis/documents/Rejoicing%20in%20Suffering%20w_%20St.%20Paul.pdf (Reflection on times of suf-
fering with St. Paul from the Archdiocese of Indianapolis -English) 
 

http://familyformation.net/ Strong Catholic Family Faith (Family Faith Formation) 
 

http://www.catholicfamilyfaith.org (Parent Faith Formation) 
 

http://www.usccb.org (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops . . . choose “Family Resources”) 
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/year-of-faith/year-of-faithfamilyresources.cfm 
http://www.cymt.org/involving-parents-in-faith-formation-part-1/ (podcasts Center for Youth Ministry Training...includes faith for-
mation resources for parents) 
 

http://catholicmom.com (Catholic Mom) 
 

www.faithink.com (Faith Inkubators) 
 

http://susanvogt.net (Family Matters (Susan Vogt) 
 

Crafts for Kids: www.dltk-kids.com 
 

www.cmdnet.org (Fashioning Faith - Center for Ministry Development) 
 

http://www.thereligionteacher.com (The Religion Teacher) 
 

http://parentteachersupport.org (Resources for parents, catechists and teachers) 
 

https://bayardfaithresources.com/products/sunday-fun-for-faith-filled-families-ideas-prayers-and-activities-tocelebrate- 
the-lord-s-day-individual-use (e-book) 
 

http://sjeciowa.org/spanish-resources/ & http://sjeciowa.org/resources/ (multiple resources from St. Joseph Education Center-Diocese 
of De Moines) 

https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/20349/documents/2020/7/BASICS%20%20INTRODUCTION.pdf
http://rclbfamilylife.com/
https://www.flourishkh.com/rclb/login
https://store.rclbenziger.com/product/our-family-faith-series-our-family-faith-resource-guide-3-year-license
https://store.rclbenziger.com/product/our-family-faith-series-our-family-devotions-english
https://store.rclbenziger.com/product/our-family-faith-series-our-family-devotions-english
https://www.loyolapress.com/general/faith-formation/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=loyola+press
https://www.youtube.com/user/SadlierReligion
https://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/flipping-catechesis-3-simple-strategies-for-flipping-faith-formation
https://www.youtube.com/user/avemariapress
https://www.youtube.com/c/ascensionpress
https://www.youtube.com/user/ignatiuspress
https://dynamiccatholic.com/
https://thesignsofgrace.org/
https://pastoral.center/eresources
https://store.rclbenziger.com/product/family-celebrations-through-year-mark-online-license
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/a-family-of-faith-covid-19-temporary-access
https://bayardfaithresources.com/products/sunday-fun-for-faith-filled-families-ideas-prayers-and-activities-to-celebrate-the-lord-s-day-shareable-parish-and-school-use
https://bayardfaithresources.com/products/sunday-fun-for-faith-filled-families-ideas-prayers-and-activities-to-celebrate-the-lord-s-day-shareable-parish-and-school-use
https://app.feedblitz.com/f/f.fbz?Sub=1093293
https://store.rclbenziger.com/product/praying-scriptures-lectionary-resources-church-year-b-1-year-license
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://www.archindy.org/catechesis/documents/Rejoicing%20in%20Suffering%20w_%20St.%20Paul.pdf
http://familyformation.net/
http://www.catholicfamilyfaith.org
http://www.usccb.org
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/year-of-faith/year-of-faithfamilyresources.cfm
https://www.cymt.org/involving-parents-in-faith-formation-part-1/
http://catholicmom.com
http://www.faithink.com
http://susanvogt.net
http://www.dltk-kids.com
http://www.cmdnet.org
http://www.thereligionteacher.com
http://parentteachersupport.org
https://bayardfaithresources.com/products/sunday-fun-for-faith-filled-families-ideas-prayers-and-activities-to-celebrate-the-lord-s-day-individual-use
https://bayardfaithresources.com/products/sunday-fun-for-faith-filled-families-ideas-prayers-and-activities-to-celebrate-the-lord-s-day-individual-use
http://sjeciowa.org/spanish-resources/%20&%20http:/sjeciowa.org/resources/
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OFFICE OF FORMATION FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE  
WILL BE HOSTING A TRAINING FOR  

ZOOM & GOOGLE SUITES PLATFORMS 
 

We will be discussing: 
On-line platform reviews  

How to set up and use both Zoom and Google technology 
 

Session Times and Dates: 
Zoom will be Monday, August 17th at 2:00 pm 

Google Suites will be Wednesday, August 19th at 2:00 pm 
 

Please Register online at https://www.jotform.com/
kdavis5430/on-line-platform-training 

 

For questions please contact Corey Lucero at 
clucero@archdiosf.org 

Space is limited. Please register ASAP.  

ADVANCED THEOLOGY COURSES 
Course: Resilience for the New Reality 
Dates: Mondays, September 14, 21  & 28 
Time: 1:00 to 3:00pm  
Instructor: Sr. Paula Gallagher  
Class will be held online via Zoom— Cost: $15 
 

Course:  Catholic Approaches to Scripture 
Date:  Saturday, September 26  
Time:  9am to 3pm  
Instructor:  Joel Hopko 
Class will be held online via Zoom—Cost:  $15 
 

Course: Core Things 
Dates: Mondays, October 5, 12, & 19   
Time: 1:00 to 3:00pm  
Instructor: Sr. Paula Gallagher  
Class will be held online via Zoom—Cost: $15 
 

Course: Praying the Gospel of Matthew 
Dates: Wednesdays, September 30, October 7 & 14  
Time: 1:00 to 3:00pm  
Instructor: Sr. Paula Gallagher  
Class will be held online via Zoom—Cost: $15 
 

To register online: https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/FFCS-
Course-Registration or call Corey at 505-831-8187 
Tuition Payments may be made at:  https://
secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=3cbb4e 

DID YOU KNOW THAT POPE FRANCIS INVITES  
US TO CELEBRATE THE 5TH ANNIVERSARY OF LAUDATO SI’ 

FROM MAY 24, 2020 TO MAY 24, 2021! 
 

CIVILIZE IT 2020!  
Put your faith into action and make room in 
your heart for those with whom you disa-
gree. Sign the #CivilizeIt pledge today! Civi-
lizeIt.org #CivilizeIt2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FORMING CONSCIENCES FOR FAITHFUL CITIZENS  
BILINGUAL SHORT VIDEOS 

These new Catholic Social Teaching bilingual short videos are avail-
able to help guide and respond to our baptismal call to protect the 
life and dignity of all.   
 

SHAPE THE FUTURE, PARTICIPATE IN THE 2020 CENSUS 
The 2020 Census is essential to shaping the education of children 
throughout the country. In addition to funding critical needs such as 
highways and health services, 
Census data impacts federal funds 
that go toward educating the chil-
dren of our communities. Funding 
determined by Census data con-
tributes to essential educational 
programs and services such as 
after-school programs, special 
education, classroom technology, 
and school lunches. Help shape 
the future of your community by 
filling out the 2020 Census today! 
www.2020Census.gov 

Office of Social Justice & Respect Life   

Anne Avellone 
Director  

505-831-8167 
aavellone@archdiosf.org 

Maria Garcia 
Secretary 

505-831-8205 
mgarcia@archdiosf.org 

Cynthia Roberson 
CCHD Intern 

505-831-8235 
justice2@archdiosf.org 

 

 

Office of Formation for Christian Service  
Deacon Keith Davis  

Director      
505-831-8187 

kdavis@archdiosf.org  

Corey Lucero                     
Secretary               

505-831-8179 

clucero@archdiosf.org  

Register online at:  
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/FFCS-Course-Registration  

or contact Corey Lucero (see box above) 

https://www.jotform.com/kdavis5430/on-line-platform-training
https://www.jotform.com/kdavis5430/on-line-platform-training
mailto:clucero@archdiosf.org
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/FFCS-Course-Registration
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/FFCS-Course-Registration
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=3cbb4e
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=3cbb4e
file:///D:/PMD%20Express/CivilizeIt.org
file:///D:/PMD%20Express/CivilizeIt.org
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=f151a38fa5&e=6bbc5b0ed9
http://www.2020Census.gov
mailto:mgarcia@archdiosf.org
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/FFCS-Course-Registration
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OPEN WIDE OUR HEARTS 
In November 2018 the Catholic bishops 
of the United States released a Pastoral 
Letter Against Racism called, Open 
Wide Our Hearts. The letter is a powerful 
invitation for all the people of God to 
“face courageously the vice of racism, . . . 
reach out generously to the victims of 
this evil, to assist the conversion needed 
in those who still harbor racism, and to 
begin to change policies and structures that allow racism to per-
sist.” At usccb.org/racism, you can read the entire letter, get new 
resources and find ideas for how we can respond. 
 

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY  
SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE 2020-21  

The Archdiocese of Santa Fe African American 
Catholic Community is holding a School Supply 
Drive for Archdiocesan Catholic elementary 
schools. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we re-
quest donations of ONLY gift cards this year. Gift 
cards enable the Catholic Schools Office to pur-

chase items in a safe, sanitary way for Catholic schools as supplies 
(pencils, pens, crayons, markers, paper, disinfecting wipes, etc.) 
are needed. Gift cards can be purchased in any amount and can be 
from Target, WalMart, Dollar Store or other stores that carry typi-
cal school supplies. Please mail to: Archdiocese of Santa Fe Office of 
Social Justice and Respect Life School Supply Drive, 4000 St. Jo-
seph’s Pl. NW, Albuquerque, NM  87120. For further information, 
please call Louise Davis at 505-620-0597. The School Supply Drive 
will run from August 1 to September 31, 2020. Thank you in ad-
vance for your generous support of our Catholic school students in 
this difficult time. 
 

ACTION ALERT: URGE NATIONAL LEADERS  
TO SUPPORT NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION 

75 years ago in August, the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki en-
dured the use of atomic weapons. Yet, today, our nation faces ris-
ing nuclear threats. If the New START Treaty between the United 
States and Russia expires in February 2021, we could lose the pro-
gress we’ve made toward a more peaceful world. Under New 
START, long-range deployed nuclear warheads were reduced to 
1,550 each and robust on-site inspections were held. If New START 
expires, there would be no legally binding, verifiable limits on the 
world’s two largest nuclear arsenals for the first time since 1972. 
Pope Francis is continuing a long history of Catholic teaching in 
calling for the elimination of indiscriminate and disproportionate 
weapons of mass destruction. Pope St. John XXIII called for a global 
ban on nuclear weapons in 1963 and subsequent popes have reit-
erated this goal. Pope Francis says “a world without nuclear weap-
ons is possible and necessary.” In 1993, the U.S. bishops supported 
a ban on U.S. nuclear testing. Find more about the Catholic re-
sponse to nuclear weapons at www.usccb.org/nuclear. Urge your 
elected officials to support the extension of the New START Treaty 
and a continued moratorium on nuclear testing. Click here for an 
easy way to ACT: https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/
campaigns/75604/respond 

PLAN AN EVENT FOR FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS 
Save the date!  Now is the time to plan for the 
Feast of St. Francis this Fall.  The feast is cele-
brated October 4, however, you may hold your 
event any time that suits your school, parish or 
group.  The Feast of St. Francis celebrates the 
saint who saw all created beings as his brother or sister. See 
www.catholicclimatecovenant.org for more information.  
 

FREE ONLINE CALENDAR OF IDEAS ON LIFE AND JUSTICE! 
The Office of Social Justice and Respect Life has assembled and 
updated an on-line calendar called Days of Life, Dignity, Justice and 
Peace. It has a month by month summary for our current school 
year of important dates related to Catholic social teaching includ-
ing many different life and dignity, peace and justice issues.  It also 
has live links to resources that can be used in a school curriculum, 
religious education programs, RCIA, Confirmation and social con-
cerns ministries all year! Email the office (see box) to get your copy 
sent to you by email, or watch for it on the Archdiocesan Social 
Justice and Respect Life webpage!  

 

CRS RICE BOWL REPORT FOR LENT 2020  
Thanks to the Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
for your generosity last Lent! Our Arch-
diocese raised $30,847.54 so far and 
money is still coming in! 25% of our 
total stays in our Archdiocese to fund 
local efforts to feed, house and assist 
those in need in our Archdiocese. The 
remaining 75% goes to assist with 
emergencies and development in the 
93 countries across the world where 
CRS serves.  Watch for information on 
how to apply for a local grant this 
Fall. You can still give to the CRS Rice 
Bowl if you haven’t already! We have 
two ways you can give! Give your 2020 
Lenten Rice Bowl Contribution online 
here:  
https://archdiocesesantafegiving.org/
virtual-crs-rice-bowl. Mail in a check to: 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Social Justice 
and Respect Life Office – 4000 St. Jo-

seph Pl. NW, Albuquerque, NM  87120. Please make the check out 
to Archdiocese of Santa Fe and put “CRS Rice Bowl” in the memo 
line. 
 

HELP IN TIMES OF TROUBLE  
Mother of God,  Mother of Mankind, Queen of 
Heaven,  Queen of the Earth,  Queen of Peace, 
Refuge of Sinners, Comforter of the Afflicted, 
Mother of Good Counsel…  Christians have 
given Mary special names over the centuries 
from their knowledge of her as a powerful intercessor before 
God.  The names we have given her reflect her mercy, wisdom, pro-
tection, and the miracles attributed to her intercession.  A special 
devotion to Mary Untier (or Undoer) of Knots, a favorite of Pope 
Francis, reflects on our mother Mary helping us untie knots, which 
we offer to her in supplication for her help.  The knots may repre-
sent stressed relationships, loneliness, remorse, despair, addiction, 
and grief from abortion. Mary is our example of wisdom, and she 
asks God to free us from the bondage of our problems. 
If you suffer grief and related problems from an abortion decision, 
there is hope for healing, reconciliation, and freedom. Please call 
the confidential Project Rachel message line at 505-831-8238. 

Office of Social Justice & Respect Life   

Anne Avellone 
Director  

505-831-8167 
aavellone@archdiosf.org 

Maria Garcia 
Secretary 

505-831-8205 
mgarcia@archdiosf.org 

Cynthia Roberson 
CCHD Intern 

505-831-8235 
justice2@archdiosf.org 

file:///D:/PMD%20Express/usccb.org/racism
http://www.usccb.org/nuclear
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/campaigns/75604/respond
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/campaigns/75604/respond
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org
https://archdiocesesantafegiving.org/virtual-crs-rice-bowl
https://archdiocesesantafegiving.org/virtual-crs-rice-bowl
mailto:mgarcia@archdiosf.org
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PRAYERFULLY MARKING 75TH ANNIVERSARY  
OF HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI:  
A RENEWED CALL FOR OUR DAY  

Join other Catholics and people of good 
will as we approach the solemn occasion 
of the 75th anniversary of the bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August 6 and 
9, 1945 with prayers and solidarity. Find 
resources like a prayer card and back-
ground information to share with your 
community at www.usccb.org/nuclear. 
Let us pray and act for peace in solidarity 

with our brothers and sisters around the world, but especially in 
Japan. 
 

USCCB Resources for Prayer and Action Here: http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/war-
and-peace/nuclear-weapons/index.cfm 
 

PRAY with your community for the causes of peace and nu-
clear disarmament to be made a reality.  
 Sample bulletin announcements and prayers of the faithful 

for use on August 2nd and 9th, 2020.  
 Share this prayer (en Espan ol) with your networks, or other 

prayers for peace on August 9th.  
 

LEARN about what the Church teaches regarding nuclear 
weapons.  
 Nuclear Weapons and Our Catholic Response: A Catholic 

Study Guide for use with the film Nuclear Tipping Point, re-
vised June 2020.  

 Statements of the U.S. bishops on Nuclear Weapons  
 Pope Francis on Nuclear Weapons at Atomic Bomb Hypocen-

ter Park (Nagasaki), November 24, 2019.  
 

ACT by putting your faith into action by raising your voice to 
support nuclear disarmament.  
 Tell Congress to support extension of the New START Treaty 

and a continued U.S. moratorium on nuclear testing.  
 Ask your friends and family to join you in taking action.  
 

PRAYER: 
The 75th Anniversary of Hiroshima and Nagasaki  
In solidarity with the Church in Japan, let us pray with the 
words that Pope St. John Paul II shared at the Peace Memori-
al in Hiroshima on February 25, 1981.  
To the Creator of nature and man, of truth and beauty I pray: Hear 
my voice, for it is the voice of the victims of all wars and violence 
among individuals and nations; Hear my voice, for it is the voice of 
all children who suffer and will suffer when people put their faith 
in weapons and war; Hear my voice when I beg you to instill into 
the hearts of all human beings the wisdom of peace, the strength of 
justice and the joy of fellowship; Hear my voice, for I speak for the 
multitudes in every country and in every period of history who do 
not want war and are ready to walk the road of peace; Hear my 
voice and grant insight and strength so that we may always re-
spond to hatred with love, to injustice with total dedication to jus-
tice, to need with the sharing of self, to war with peace. O God, hear 
my voice and grant unto the world your everlasting peace.  
 

Copyright © Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City State. All 
rights reserved.  

 

“THE BLIND REGAIN THEIR SIGHT, THE LAME WALK,  
LEPERS ARE CLEANSED, THE DEAF HEAR, THE DEAD ARE 

RAISED, AND THE POOR HAVE THE GOOD NEWS PRO-
CLAIMED TO THEM.” (MATTHEW 11:5) 

Catholic social teaching is our moral compass to respond to the 
social problems and economic troubles heightened by the chal-
lenges, fears, and isolation of relationships we are currently living 
in.  Catholic social teaching is a central and essential element of our 
Catholic faith. It is the social mission of our Church, taught by the 
words and actions of Jesus Christ, who identified himself with the 
most vulnerable (Mathew 25:45). During these turbulent times, 
Catholic social thought expresses who we are and what is the so-
cial mission of the Catholic Church, when our nation’s source of 
pain is from violence and deaths. The Church invites us to join Her 
missionary work by putting our faith in action, through concrete 
acts of charity and justice, to positively impact the lives of those 
who are most vulnerable to such pain. If you are interested in 
learning more about Catholic social teaching and the social princi-
ples of our Catholic Church, and would like to offer an interactive 
presentation (in English or Spanish) to high school youth, young 
adults or adults via Zoom. Please contact our CCHD Intern, Cynthia 
Roberson at justice2@archdiosf.org or (505) 440-1962 to schedule 
an appointment to learn how our faith calls us to respond to pov-
erty during these turbulent times! 

 

WELCOME ISRAELA GARCIA, THE NEW CCHD INTERN!  
I have owned and operated Baila! Baila!, Inc. since 
1990 which is based in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  I 
currently work in the capacity of President and Artis-
tic Director of Baila! Baila! Dance Academy.  I also 
teach Traditional Mexican Folk Dance in the Albu-
querque Public School system as a contractor. I am a 
professed sister in the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis 
(OFS) - Third Order Franciscans - serving as Vice Minister of the St. 
Anthony Fraternity in Albuquerque under Our Lady Of Guadalupe 
Empress Of The Americas Region #75.  I am in the process of open-
ing a religious retreat center in the North Valley of Albuquerque. I 
am happy and humbled to be able to serve the Archdiocese of San-

ta Fe through the offices of the 
Catholic Campaign for Human De-
velopment (CCHD). As an intern 
for CCHD, I look forward to minis-
tering to our very diverse commu-

nity. With your help and the help of the Holy Spirit, I know that we 
can move forward as a community through Catholic social teaching 
and tackling the challenges that our brothers and sisters in need 
face on a daily basis. At your request, we can provide a Zoom 
presentation on Catholic social teaching and poverty for your 
youth/young adult group, confirmation group or adult faith for-
mation group. I look forward to meeting as many of you as possi-
ble. You can reach me at igarcia@archdiosf.org or our office at 505-
831-8235. 

 
QUOTE OF THE MONTH FROM POPE FRANCIS 

 

“A world of peace, free from nuclear weap-
ons, is the aspiration of millions of men and 
women everywhere,” 

- Pope Francis, Visit to Nagasaki,  
November 24, 2019   

http://www.usccb.org/nuclear
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/war-and-peace/nuclear-weapons/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/war-and-peace/nuclear-weapons/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/war-and-peace/nuclear-weapons/index.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/hiroshima-nagasaki-anniversary-bulletin-announcements_0.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/prayer-card-anniversaries-hiroshima-nagasaki.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/prayer-card-anniversaries-hiroshima-nagasaki-spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/nuclear-weapons-and-our-catholic-response-study-guide.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/war-and-peace/nuclear-weapons/index.cfm
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20191124_messaggio-arminucleari-nagasaki.html
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/campaigns/75604/respond
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/campaigns/75604/respond
mailto:igarcia@archdiosf.org
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=5b31b8ec8e&e=21d2577577
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
Pastoral Ministries Division 
4000 St. Joseph Place, NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
 
Return Service Requested 

To subscribe/unsubscribe to this free newsletter, or if there is an address change  
please contact Denise Frias at dfrias@archdiosf.org or 505-831-8165. Thank you! 

Published by the ASF Pastoral Ministries Division  4000 St. Joseph Place NW Albuquerque, NM 87120 

Michelle Montez 
Executive Director & Editor 

505-831-8221 
mmontez@archdiosf.org 

Denise Frias 
Executive Assistant & Assistant Editor 

505-831-8165 
dfrias@archdiosf.org  

Charla Becerra 
NAM Secretary & Assistant Editor 

505-831-8151 
cbecerra@archdiosf.org 

Help Us Conserve Resources and Trees!   
If you have an email address we can send you 
the PMD Express, via e-mail, which will save 
printing materials. Simply send a message to 
cbecerra@archdiosf.org 

We wish to thank all who are 
contributing to the Annual 

Catholic Appeal, making the 
ministries of the Pastoral 

Ministries Division possible. 

 

 

Ministry Resource Center 
Deacon Keith Davis  

Director      
505-831-8187 

kdavis@archdiosf.org 

Corey Lucero                     
Secretary               

505-831-8179 

clucero@archdiosf.org 

NOT CURRENTLY A LIBRARY PATRON? 
 Just visit our web site to register online at: http://
archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/ or Click Here 

THE MINISTRY RESOURCE CENTER 
PARTIALLY REOPENS  

The Archdiocese of Santa Fe public library, other-
wise known as the Ministry Resource Center, 
contains a treasure trove of books and DVD’s 
available for free check out to any parishioner in 
the Archdiocese.  While we still cannot have visi-
tors to the library, you can easily reserve an item 
in our on-line catalog, and we will mail it to you.  
Just return it via media mail with the USPS or, if 
you are in Albuquerque, you can put it in our 
drop box at the Catholic Center. 
 

Our online catalog can be reached by CLICKING 
HERE. There you can 
find a list of all our re-
sources (we have over 
12,000 items) as well as 
links to become a patron, 
videos about how to use 
the library and much 
more.   

http://archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/index.html#menuHomeC:/Users/kdavis/Documents/_Outlook
http://archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/index.html#menuHomeC:/Users/kdavis/Documents/_Outlook
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/mrc-new-patron-registration
http://archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/index.html#menuHome
http://archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/index.html#menuHome

