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OCTOBER IS RESPECT LIFE MONTH! 
Each October is Respect Life Month, the U.S Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops launches a new cycle of the 
Respect Life Program—a year-round, nationwide ef-
fort to help Catholics understand, value, and help cul-
tivate respect for human life. Sponsored by the USCCB 
and carried out by local leaders, these efforts are re-
newed each October (Respect Life Month) and contin-
ue through the following September. To assist, the 
U.S. bishops produce resources to help local leaders 
build a culture of life. Some material is already availa-
ble, download all the bi-lingual free resources for use 
all year at https://www.respectlife.org/respect-life-
month.  
 

Click the link for a  “St. Joseph, defender of life, pray 
for us!”  Prayer Card. This prayer card features four 
scenes from the life of St. Joseph. The back of the card 
features a prayer to St. Joseph, defender of life.  
 

“In modern times, children in their mothers’ wombs and those approaching the end of their lives are certainly among the 
‘least of these’ in our world’s estimation. Practices such as abortion and assisted suicide tragically reject the truth that 
human life is always to be cherished and defended with loving concern. … Through the intercession of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe, may Our Lord grant us the grace to truly and courageously live his Gospel of life.”  
 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities   
“Live the Gospel of Life” 
NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission.  

https://www.respectlife.org/respect-life-month
https://www.respectlife.org/respect-life-month
https://www.usccb.org/resources/prayer-st-joseph-defender-life
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CURRENT DIRECTIVES FOR THE PUBLIC CELEBRATION OF MASS, SACRAMENTS  
AND NON-RELIGIOUS EDUCATION GATHERINGS 

by Very Rev. Glennon Jones 
September 10, 2021 

 

The following updates have been made concerning restrictions:  

The virus behaves according to standard microbiological processes:  the virus spreads through exhalations of airborne moisture from 
the infected to the inhalations of the non-infected.  Masks mitigate this to an extent (see LINK), so please have charity for others and 
wear a mask when among people; this has been recognized for well over 100 years (including during the Spanish flu pandemic).  In-
cubation periods vary, and a person can be asymptomatic but very contagious, thus unwittingly endangering those with whom one 
comes in contact if standard precautions are not taken. 
 

Vaccines, while not 100% effective, do appear to offer very significant protection from infection or mitigation of symptoms of the vari-
ous variants, and all are encouraged to receive them.  Vaccination has been highly encouraged by the Holy Father, the USCCB and 
Archbishop John C. Wester.  
 

FAQs 
Q: Where’s the scientific study that says that allowing only the celebrant, lector and cantor to be unmasked makes us safer?   Don’t 
restrict our prayer and singing! 
A:  It’s based on volume and exposure time—the same reason you won’t get as wet in a sprinkling than you would in a downpour.  
 

Q:  If masks worked, we wouldn’t have the current situation. 
A:  Masks work when used, even if not 100%; otherwise, why would surgeons, nurses and dentists utilize them in normal times?  Also, 
one could argue that seatbelts don’t work since fatal accidents can occur.  The goal is to balance benefit with reasonable risks, aided 
by medical experts; it’s almost impossible to eliminate all risk and still allow people to live/worship, which is essential to their mental 
and spiritual health.  
 

School officials also take note of the requirements in the latest health order to ensure compliance. 
 

Here is a LINK to the NM Department of Health for a more readable explanation of the severity of the current COVID situation.   
 

Restrictions may increase/decrease according to the situation.  Perhaps if all cooperate, we can minimize the duration of this surge 
with the fewest restrictions possible.  While many feel that wearing masks and restrictions are an annoyance, annoyance is better 
than hospitalizations and funerals.  Include in your prayers all who have already been infected and are struggling. 
 

Questions? For more information, please contact the Office of the Vicar General, Vicar for Clergy,  
Vicar for Religious at  505-831-8158. 

Current Mass Restrictions 
 Celebrant/all ministers:  Vaccinated or weekly testing.  If 

not vaccinated, this should be made known to all present 
for their own decision to attend, and protection of them-
selves & families. 

 Masks:  All but celebrant, lector when reading, cantor when 
singing.  Age 2 and below exempt. 

 Social distancing:  Highly encouraged. 
 Capacity restriction:  Recommended. 
 Sanitizing shared surfaces:  Recommended. 
 Choir:  If a choir is utilized, masked. 
 Congregational singing:  Suspension recommended. 
 Homily length:  Short is recommended to limit exposure to 

enclosed-space atmosphere. 
 Sign of peace:  Optional; suspension recommended. 
 Communion:  Both species allowed.  On tongue allowed. 
 Communion ministers:  Vaccinated and masked. 
 Holy water fonts:  Allowed. 
 Dispensation from attending weekly Mass:  Remains; 

streaming and video-recorded/internet accessible Masses 
are HIGHLY recommended so as to serve the homebound 
or fearful. 

Anointing of the Sick/Last Rites 
 At the judgment of the priest.  Should 

not be given to COVID patients. 
 Pope Francis’ dispensation/indulgence is still in 

place:  LINK 
 

Priests need to remember that while it may seem romantically 
heroic to minister to COVID patients, if they become ill, their 
parish may be without a priest at all. 
 

Other Non-Religious Education Gatherings 
 Masks:  All.  Age 2 and below exempt. 
 Social distancing:  Highly encouraged. 
 Capacity restriction:  Recommended. 
 Sanitizing shared surfaces:  Recommended. 
 Singing:  Suspension recommended. 
 Office/parish staff:  Fully vaccinated or weekly testing. 

https://www.livescience.com/randomized-trial-shows-surgical-masks-work-curbing-covid.html
https://www.nmhealth.org/news/awareness/2021/8/?view=1615
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/03/20/200320c.html


NEW WINESKINS 

“. . . no one pours new wine into old wineskins. 

Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins, and 

it will be spilled, and the skins will be ru-

ined.  Rather, new wine must be poured into fresh 

wineskins. [And] no one who has been drinking 

old wine desires new, for he says, ‘The old is 

good.’”  LUKE 5:37 -35 
 

For these past eighteen months, Our Lord Jesus 
has provided us with new wine and given us 
the opportunity to form new wineskins.  Our 
new wineskins can adapt, expand, grow, and be 
molded to preserve that wine if we are but will-
ing to do the labor required to create them. We 
cannot, however, implement new ideas with old 
approaches. We will not get new results with 
the same old behaviors. Something new is 
emerging here if we are but willing to look and 
see it. 
 

Those who have been willing to create the new 
wineskins have learned new skills in communi-
cation, reimagined Community through accom-
paniment, animated discipleship formation by 
knowing how to be and be with others as a way 
of imparting knowledge, strengthened the Do-
mestic Church through the Liturgy of the Word 
as a way of uniting and encouraging families in 
the midst of this difficult time and united the 
family of families that is the Parish Church 
through personal connection and intercessory 
prayer for each other.  There are new ways of 
bringing healing to broken families and com-
munities through personal connection using 
virtual or telephonic media that allow for pray-
er, Lectio Divina, Scripture study, and support-
ive events to build up the brokenhearted and 
downtrodden. 
 

Christ is inviting us to drink and to take the 
new wineskins full of this new wine to our 
brothers and sisters in our families, neighbor-
hoods, cities, parishes, and Archdiocese so as to 
invite them to drink of that which He alone pro-
vides to refresh and renew us and bring us to 
new abundant life in Him.  Are you willing to 
say, “Yes, Lord, I have come to do your will.” 
and reimagine your wineskin? 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION HEALTH GUIDES: 
Effective Friday, September 10, 2021 

 

These updates have been made concerning restrictions following the 
8/24/2021 document from NM Department of Health and directives from 
the NM Environment Department:  
 

 Masks for all in attendance 
 Social distancing 6' apart (3' is for schools that have had their airflow or 

purifiers checked and certified). 
 “In-person” catechists: fully vaccinated or weekly testing. 
 Capacity restriction:  Sufficient for social distancing. 
 Cleaning and disinfecting of frequently touched surfaces. 
 Report to NMENV within four hours of notification by staff or volunteer of 

positive test results. 
 Contact parents of a positive test notification in their child's classroom(s) 

by either catechist/volunteer or another child. 
 

Highly Recommended: 
 Offer Virtual Faith Formation (video conferencing) or at-home, parent-led 

Faith Formation rather than in-person gathered classes. 
 Sanitizing RE rooms regularly. 
 Suspend large gatherings (retreats, activities, etc.). 

Office of Faith Formation Website: asfoff.org   
Office of Faith Formation Facebook:  

https://facebook.com/ASFFaithFormation/ 
Sr. Edna Esquibel  

Director  

505-831-8127 
mesquibel@archdiosf.org  

Della Montaño  
Secretary 

505-831-8142 
dmontano@archdiosf.org   

Office of Faith Formation 

THE ECUMENICAL CORNER 
October 2021 

Join us!  The members of the Arch-
diocese Ecumenical and Interreli-

gious Commission 
invite you to join us 
in our work. We are 
recruiting Ecumeni-
cal Liaisons 
(collaborators) 

from every Archdiocesan parish.  If 
interested, contact Msgr. Bennett 
Voorhies at 
bvoorhies@archdiosf.org or Chair-
person Jim Gilroy at gil-
roy@unm.edu or call Jim at 535-
336-8450.   We would love to 
speak with you about our ecumen-
ical mission (or zoom with you) 

and then let you discern the spirit!   
 

Why should you join us?  The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church states 
that “the desire to recover the uni-
ty of all Christians is a gift of Christ 
and a call of the Holy Spirit.”  This 
is the work of ecumenism and it 
involves the whole church, faithful 
and clergy alike. According to our 
Catechism, ecumenism is first, the 
permanent renewal of the Church 
in greater fidelity to her vocation 
for such renewal is the driving-
force of the movement toward uni-
ty; and second, the conversion of 
heart, as the faithful “try to live 
holier lives according to the Gos-
pel, for it is the unfaithfulness of 
the members to Christ’s gift which 
causes divisions. (ibid. 820).   
 

Today, in our ever-increasing 
secular world, we need, more 

than ever, to bring together our 
sisters and brothers in Christ 
“...so that the world may know 

that you have sent me” (Jn 

 

 

Office of Ecumenical & 
Interreligious Affairs 

Rev. Msgr. Bennett J. Voorhies  
Director      

505-298-7554 
bvoorhies@archdiosf.org 

https://www.env.nm.gov/nmed-resources-for-covid-19/
asfoff.org
https://facebook.com/ASFFaithFormation/
mailto:bvoorhies@archdiosf.org
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ASF MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
PROGRAMS/PROCESSES FROM THE 

FAMILY LIFE OFFICE  
Marriage Preparation for couples has con-
tinued during this time of the Pandemic, 
offered virtually since April of 2020. 
There are several Pre-Cana programs that 
are provided through the Family Life Of-
fice, most established when Beth Lukes 
was the Director of the Office. With the 
Chapter 11 reorganization, there was a 
reduction of personnel, but Yvette Duran 
continues as the Family Life Coordinator. 
For more information, contact Yvette at 
505-831-8113 or yduran@archdiosf.org.  
 

The Family Life Office currently sponsors 
the Weekend for Engaged, Engaged En-
counter, Pre-Cana of Santa Fe, a men-
tor program titled “Called by Love” and 
an online program/process that provides 
remote preparation found on 
www.CatholicMarriagePrep.com. In addi-
tion, all couples are to complete the 
FOCCUS Inventory through their par-
ish. The teams associated with these pro-
grams have tried their best to be accom-
modating. Because of the Pandemic re-
strictions and protocols, only one parish 
program has chosen not to continue 
offering their assistance to couples. 
Although their marriage prep team 
requested to offer the program in-
person, the pastor of the parish, wish-
ing to err on the side of caution, decid-
ed against in-person formation.  
 

Below are the upcoming dates that 
have been planned for marriage prepa-
ration in 2022.  
 

Planned Evenings/Weekends for 
the Engaged for 2422:  
February 25-23  
May 23-25  
August 26-28  
November 11-13   
 

Marriage preparation in Spanish is 
offered through Hispanic Ministry 
Office and continues with the program 
Nos Vamos A Casar which includes re-
treats presented by mentor couples 
and clergy. Contact Rocio Gonzalez, 
Director of Hispanic Ministry, at rgon-
zalez@archdiosf.org or call 505-831-
8143 for more information.  

 

RETROUVAILLE: 
 A Lifeline for Troubled Marriages  
Are you considering separation or di-
vorce? Is there little or no meaningful 
communication?  We believe Retrouvaille 
can help. Retrouvaille will teach you a 
method to re-establish communication. 
This three phase program consists of a 
weekend experience, a series of 12 follow
-up sessions over twelve week period, 
and a monthly meeting for lifelong sup-
port.   
Retrouvaille of NM is teaming up with Las 
Vegas, NV to present a Virtual weekend 
October 14-17, 2021 (virtual week-
ends begin on Thursday evening). To reg-
ister please go to: 
www.HelpOurMarriage.org. For more 
information, please call 505-850-3455. 

 

DIVORCE RECOVERY CLASS  
Divorce Recovery Classes will begin soon! 
For 12 weeks at the Catholic Center, 4000 
St. Joseph Pl NW, 83120. Call Jane to reg-
ister or for more information (505) 688-
8663 (walk-ins accepted). $20 class fee. 
Christ desires that relationships broken 
through divorce/separation be healed of 
anger or bitterness and replaced with 
lasting peace and hope.  

 

 
WRITING TO PEACE: CREATIVE 

WRITING AS A TOOL FOR  
HEALING AFTER LOSS 

This bereavement series supports those 
honoring the loss of a loved one, a partic-
ular time of life, or any major transi-
tion.  It helps us honor the impact of loss, 
learn how to stay spiritually connected to 
those who have gone before us, and do 
acts of kindness in their name.  It helps us 
with the healing power of prayer, writing 
and faith sharing.  Sessions will be record-
ed for those who cannot be online during 
the presentation. 
 

Time: Mondays, October 11, 18, 21, 
2021.  1:00– 3:00pm via Zoom 
Facilitator:   Sr. Paula Gallagher IHM 
 

Contact Yvette Duran for more infor-
mation at  505-831-8113 or 
yduran@archdiosf.org 
 

To register for this course go to:  
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/
FFCS-Course-Registration 
 

Acceptiva payment page: 
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?
cst=cicvHw  
 

ARCHDIOCESAN NATURAL FAMILY 
PLANNING 

For information on classes available 
through the Family Life Office please visit 
www.familylifenm.org  

Yvette Duran 
Coordinator 

505-831-8117 
yduran@archdiosf.org 

Office of Family Life 

 

 

PRAYER OF DISCIPLESHIP  
Loving God, I thank you for choosing me 
to be your disciple and for the gift of 

your Son, Jesus. Help me 
proclaim and bear wit-
ness to the Gospel by 
word and by deed today 
and every day. Open my 
heart to the elders of our 
native communities, to 
the Children, the lonely, 

the sick, and those who have lost their 
faith. Grant me the courage to reach out 
in love and to always walk as a child of 
our Creator. Amen. 

MONTHLY ADVISORY  
BOARD MEETING  

The next Advisory Board Meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, October 12, 2021 at 
10:00am via ZOOM.  
 

RECONSTITUTING THE NAM 
 ADVISORY BOARD  

The Native American Ministry Office is 
currently searching for eligible candi-
dates to join the Native American Minis-
try Advisory Board. We are looking for 
people who are active in Native Ameri-
can ministry and representative of the 
Native American population within the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe. If interested, 
please contact the NAM Office (see box). 
 

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST! 
Receive information on upcoming events 
and meetings! For updates  from the Na-
tive American Ministry Office please 
email Charla Becerra (see box).  

 

 

Native American Ministry 

Shirley Zuni 
Director 

505-831-8104 
szuni@archdiosf.org 

Charla Becerra 
Secretary 

505-831-8151 
cbecerra@archdiosf.org 

mailto:yduran@archdiosf.org
http://www.CatholicMarriagePrep.com
mailto:rgonzalez@archdiosf.org
mailto:rgonzalez@archdiosf.org
http://www.HelpOurMarriage.org
mailto:yduran@archdiosf.org
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/FFCS-Course-Registration
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/FFCS-Course-Registration
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=cicvHw
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=cicvHw
http://www.familylifenm.org
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MARRIAGE PREPARATION  
RETREAT “NOS VAMOS A CASAR”  

(presented in Spanish) 
The Archdiocesan Office of Hispanic Min-
istry, in collaboration with the Office of 

Family Life, invite all 
Spanish speaking cou-
ples who are preparing 
to receive the Sacra-
ment of Marriage to 
participate in a mar-
riage preparation re-
treat “Nos Vamos a 
Casar”. This retreat is 
one of the approved 
programs in the Arch-
diocese of Santa Fe. 
 

Now that the capacity 
of the churches and the 
celebration of the sac-
raments is gradually 
expanding, there has 

been a great demand for Marriage Prepa-
ration Retreats. The next Retreats will 
take place October 30-31, 2021 and Jan-
uary 29-30, 2022. (Normally these re-
treats are held only four times during the 
year.)   
 

Couples interested in participating in an 
upcoming marriage preparation retreat 
are asked to contact the Hispanic Ministry 
Office directly for the most re-
cent information (see box).  

 

UNA LUZ EN LA OSCURIDAD:  
Reflexiones sobre nuestra  

formación en la fe en tiempos  
difíciles (Presented in Spanish) 

The Archdiocese of Santa Fe Office of His-
panic Ministry invites you to reflect and 
pray together via the Zoom platform. 
This series of reflections, presented in 
Spanish by different presenters, will be 
held one Saturday a month from 5 a.m. – 
11 a.m.  
 

Upcoming dates:  
 November 13 
 December 11 
 

To reserve your place and receive the 
Zoom link, please fill out the form availa-
ble at the following link: https://
form.jotform.com/212134330483150  

 
MASS IN SPANISH IS  

BROADCASTED EVERY  SUNDAY ON 
CHANNEL 50(MY50TV-KASY) 

In an effort to offer Sun-
day Mass in Spanish each 
week, not only during 
the time when parishion-
ers are unable to attend 
Sunday Mass in their 
parishes due to the COVID 15 contingen-
cy, the Hispanic Ministry and Liturgy of-
fices broadcast the Mass in Spanish on 
television each week.  These Masses are 
broadcast every Sunday at 3:00am on 
My50TV (KASY) - channel 50 on regular 
television (check with your television sig-
nal provider for other channels). Please 
share this information with anyone who 
may benefit from this broadcast. 
 

Recordings of these masses can also be 
viewed from 4:30pm on Saturday (pre-
Sunday mass) via the Internet by visiting 
the following link:  
http://hispanicministryasf.org/tv-and-
radio-programs/video-collection/ 
 

For any questions regarding the transmis-
sion of the Mass in Spanish, please call the 
Hispanic Ministry Office at 505-831-8143. 
 

Holy Mass can also be heard on the radio 
every Sunday on KNMM 1150 AM and 
102.1 FM in Albuquerque at 3:00am and 
KNMX 540 AM in Las Vegas, NM at 
8:00am. 

 

 
 

QUINCEAÑERA FAMILY RETREATS 
(Presented in Spanish with  

Bilingual Material Available) 
Now that parishes can increase Mass ca-
pacity, there is growing interest in sched-
uling Quincean era celebrations for young 
people.   
 

Celebrating a Quincean era Mass offers the 
opportunity as a family to learn and re-
flect on this cultural and religious celebra-
tion.  For this reason, the Offices of Faith 
Formation and Hispanic Ministry will 
soon offer family Quincean era retreats via 
the Zoom platform: 
 Saturday, January 22, 2022 from 

8:45am-2:30pm.  Space is limited 
and the registration deadline is 
Wednesday, January 12, 2022. 

 

Please register by calling Della at 505-831
-8142 or email dmontano@archdiosf.org. 
For updated information on these re-
treats, please call the Office of Hispanic 
Ministry at 505-831-8143. 

 

 
Office of Hispanic Ministry  
Rocío González 

Director  

505-831-8152 
 rgonzalez@archdiosf.org 

Elvia Becerra 
Assistant 

505-831-8147 
ebecerra@archdiosf.org  

https://form.jotform.com/212134770483150
https://form.jotform.com/212134770483150
http://hispanicministryasf.org/tv-and-radio-programs/video-collection/
http://hispanicministryasf.org/tv-and-radio-programs/video-collection/
mailto:dmontano@archdiosf.org
mailto:rgonzalez@archdiosf.org
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LET’S KEEP OUR YOUTH ON TRACK 
AS THEY HEAD BACK  

As the school year begins it is easier for our 
youth to focus on always trying to better 

themselves and get 
ahead of others. School 
constantly reminds them 
of their future, college 
applications, GPA’s, at-

tendance, etc. It is our role as adults to re-
mind them to take time away from their 
busy life to help others as there’s more to 
life than class rank. Family is not only with-
in the home but also within our communi-
ty.  
We all share in Christ’s mission to promote 
life and dignity of every human person. We 
do this by giving of ourselves to act on be-
half of the poor and vulnerable. We can 
push our youth by asking them the follow-
ing questions: How do the lives of the 
saints inspire you to give off the aroma of 
Christ? How are you called to use your gifts 
to benefit others? Our faith calls us to think 
of the poor first, it calls us to charity and 
justice. There’s a way, a truth, and a life – a 
meaning to it all that is bigger than a letter 
grade.  
Please contact Yvette Galaviz to discuss 
educational opportunities such as present-
ing to your youth, young adult, adult for-
mation or confirmation groups (in English 
or Spanish) on what Catholic Social Teach-
ing says about poverty and how you can 
help. See box for more contact infor-
mation.   
 

PLAN AN EVENT FOR THE FEAST OF 
ST. FRANCIS 

Save the date! Now is the 
time to plan for the Feast 
of St. Francis this fall. The 
feast is celebrated October 
4, however, you may hold 
your event any time that 
suits your school, parish or group. The 
Feast of St. Francis celebrates the saint who 
saw all created beings as his brother or 
sister. An idea to celebrate the feast of St. 
Francis is Blessing of the Animals, a facilita-
tor guide can be found here.  
For more information see 
www.catholicclimatecovenant.org. 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR  
CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN 

(CCHD) DEVELOPMENT GRANTS  
CCHD is the US Bishops’ anti-
poverty initiative to break 
the devastating cycle of pov-
erty in America, to defend 
human dignity, and to assist 
people to help them-
selves.  Collections are taken 

in all parishes throughout the US in No-
vember, and then are used for grants for 
community organizing and economic de-
velopment projects that focus on helping 
people with a hand up not just a hand 
out.   Non-profits (or organizations that 
have a fiscal agent that is a non-profit) that 
work with community development or eco-
nomic development initiatives that focus 
on empowering low income people may 
apply for National grants of $25,000-
$35,000.  Smaller “seed” grants of $1,500-
$10,000 are also available. A “Pre-
Application” will be available from Septem-
ber 1-November 1 for “new” organizations 
(organizations that have never received 
CCHD National funding or organizations 
that have not been in the cycle of funding 
for at least 3 years) seeking National CCHD 
funding.  More information about what is 
eligible for funding is located on the CCHD 
web site, https://www.usccb.org/
committees/catholic-campaign-human-
development/cchd-grants-general-
information. For small “seed grants,” con-
tact the Office (see box). 
 

BRING COVID-19 RELIEF TO YOUR 
COMMUNITY 

Help spread the word about vital resources 
to help your community as we continue to 
respond to the devastating effects of the 
ongoing pandemic. Please share the follow-
ing information and help connect your 
neighbors to resources that will support 
their families.  
 The Child Tax Credit: There is an 

expanded Child Tax Credit available 
this year and more families are eligible 
than ever before. Even families who 
don’t file taxes are eligible but need to 
sign up to receive the benefit. Find out 
more information and share how other 
families can connect. 

 Rental Assistance: Emergency Rent-
al Assistance is available for house-
holds impacted by the pandemic. 
Those struggling to pay rent can find 
out more about available help, specific 
rental assistance programs in your 
area, and a toolkit to raise awareness 
about rental assistance resources. 

 

 

PLACE YOUR RICE BOWL ORDER  
TODAY!  

Is it ever too early to 
start preparing for 
lent? Materials for CRS 
Rice Bowl 2022 will be 
available soon to pre-order. We want YOU 
to be part of the journey—order FREE faith
-formation resources today! Contact the 
office (see box) to place your order. 
 

CRS RICE BOWL SMALL GRANT PROCESS  
Background: Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) is the international relief and devel-
opment agency of the US Bishops 
(www.crs.org). CRS Rice Bowl 
(www.crsricebowl.org) is its well-known 
Lenten catechetical and sacrificial giving 
program.  Each Lent, 35% of the Rice Bowl 
collection goes to CRS overseas develop-
ment and hunger relief in places where CRS 
works. The remaining 25% of the total Len-
ten Rice Bowl collection goes into the Local 
Archdiocesan Rice Bowl fund.  In keeping 
with the purpose of the 25% allocation, 
CRS requests that the 25% be used to sup-
port hunger and poverty alleviation pro-
grams in our diocese.  
Criteria: 
· Project/organization within the bounda-
ries of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe that 
works to alleviate poverty, hunger, or 
homelessness 
· Organization must be a 501(c)3 non-
profit or have a non-profit fiscal agent  
· Project/organization is connected to, sup-
ported by or collaborating with a Catholic 
parish, school or Archdiocesan entity Or-
ganization/parish is willing to promote the 
use of CRS Rice Bowl during Lent, and to let 
people know it receives funds from CRS 
Rice Bowl Fund 
Examples of appropriate projects/
organizations:  
· SVdP-archdiocesan council or parish con-
ference 
· Parish soup kitchen or food bank, mobile 
food pantry 
· Emergency food/shelter needs 
· Transitional housing support 
· Refugee support 
· Immigrant support 
· Support for homeless people 
· Catholic Charities housing, hun-
ger, refugee support  
· Parish healthy food education 
· Food assistance for women in crisis preg-
nancies 
Time Line For Application: Organiza-
tions may apply for funds for local projects 
each year and may re-apply in subsequent 
years. The grant requests need to be sub-
mitted, by email only, each year by Novem-
ber 1.  Award distributions will take place 

 

 

Social Justice & Respect Life 
Anne Avellone 

Director  
505-831-8167 

aavellone@archdiosf.org 

Maria Garcia 
Secretary 

505-831-8205 
mgarcia@archdiosf.org 

Yvette Galaviz   
CCHD Intern 

505-831-8232 
ygalaviz@archdiosf.org 

https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/files/resource/attachment/FOSFblessing.pdf
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/cchd-grants-general-information
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/cchd-grants-general-information
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/cchd-grants-general-information
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/cchd-grants-general-information
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=458dd2ffda&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=458dd2ffda&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://www.taxoutreach.org/tax-filing/coronavirus/2021-stimulus-checks-and-tax-credit-outreach-resources/
https://www.taxoutreach.org/tax-filing/coronavirus/2021-stimulus-checks-and-tax-credit-outreach-resources/
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=7958d1585a&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=7958d1585a&e=6bbc5b0ed9
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=a8b788c346&e=6bbc5b0ed9
http://www.crs.org
http://www.crsricebowl.org
mailto:mgarcia@archdiosf.org
mailto:ygalaviz@archdiosf.org
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between January and Lent of each year.   
Award Amounts: The amount awarded 
depends on the CRS Rice Bowl Collection 
from previous Lent, and may vary from 
year to year.  Typical grants may be in the 
range of $200-$2,000.  
How To Apply: Application form is avail-
able on the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Social 
Justice and Respect Life web page.  If you 
have any questions or need an application, 
(see box). 
 

U.S. BISHOPS’ MIGRATION CHAIR-
MAN & PRESIDENT OF CATHOLIC  

CHARITIES USA URGE HUMANE 
TREATMENT OF HAITIANS, OTHER 

MIGRANTS 
Over the last several weeks, there has been 
a substantial increase in the number of 
migrants present in the Del Rio Sector of 
the U.S.-Mexico border, roughly 145 miles 
west of San Antonio. The majority of these 
individuals are Haitian nationals. Videos 

and photographs from the 
region have depicted grim 
living conditions, as well 
as harrowing encounters 
between migrants and U.S. 
Border Patrol agents. In 
response to these events, 

Bishop Mario Dorsonville, chairman of the 
USCCB’s Committee on Migration, and Sis-
ter Donna Markham, OP, PhD, president 
and CEO of Catholic Charities USA, issued a 
joint statement, calling “on the U.S. govern-
ment to reassess its treatment of migrants 
in Del Rio and elsewhere along the U.S.-
Mexico border, especially Haitians, who 
face life-threatening conditions if returned 
to Haiti and possible discrimination if ex-
pelled to third countries.”  

 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED FOR THESE 
THREE ACTION ALERTS!  

1. We need your help to tell Congress NO 
MORE DELAY! Urge your senators and 
representative to support the enact-
ment of immigration reform this year 
by completing the hyperlinked action 
alerts. 

2. As you know, some government offi-
cials are trying to force tax dollars to 
pay for abortion. Congress’ process of 
determining where money goes takes 
months, it is critically important for 
Catholics to send a strong message 
before Congress moves forward to 
impose taxpayer-funded abortion. This 
amendment carries incredibly high 
stakes and urgency is needed! The pri-
mary goal of the campaign is for mil-
lions of Catholics to sign the petition 
on NoTaxpayerAbortion.com. 

3. Recently, the House of Representatives 
voted to pass the most extreme abor-
tion bill ever. The so-called Women’s 
Health Protection Act, H.R. 
3355, would: 

 Allow abortion on 
demand nation-
wide throughout 
EVERY STAGE of 
pregnancy 

 BAN pro-life laws in every 
state and local government  

 Force Americans to support 
abortions with their tax dol-
lars 

 Likely eliminate conscience 
protections for doctors—
among other extreme actions 

Of those present, all but one House 
Democrat voted for the bill and all 
House Republicans voted against. The 
single House Democrat to vote against 
the bill was Rep. Henry Cuellar of Tex-
as. In his statement responding to this 
vote, Archbishop Joseph Naumann, 
Chairman of the Committee on Pro-Life 
Activities, called this bill “the most 
extreme pro-abortion bill our nation 
has ever seen.” Please contact your 
Representative today either to thank 
him/her for voting against H.R. 3355 
or to express strong, but respectful, 
disagreement with their vote for the 
bill while urging him/her to reconsider 
support for this bill.  In addition, we 
believe it is likely that the Senate will 
also vote on this bill in the very near 
future. Please also contact your two 
Senators to strongly urge their opposi-
tion to the Senate version of this bill (S. 
1535) when it comes up for a vote. 
TAKE ACTION NOW! 
 

Further background: Archbishop Nau-
mann’s letter to Congress urging oppo-
sition to this bill. This fact sheet ex-
plaining the radical nature of this bill.  

 

A BETTER KIND OF POLITICS –  
Sign the Pledge  

As a Church and a nation, we are polarized 
and divided. Pope Francis challenges us to 
respond by building a “better kind of poli-
tics, one truly at the service of the common 
good” (Fratelli Tutti, no. 154). We are 
called to overcome division, promote en-
counters with our neighbors, and seek the 
truth. Join Catholics across the country in 
living out A Better Kind 
of Politics by pledging 
charity, clarity, and crea-
tivity to promote the 
common good.  
Civilize It: A Better Kind of Politics is a non-
partisan initiative from the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops that seeks 
to assist Catholics to counter polarization 
and division in Church and society by fol-
lowing the example of the Good Samaritan, 
who challenges us to “become neighbors to 
all” (Fratelli Tutti, no. 80). Along with a 
pledge to charity, clarity, and creativity, 
additional materials, including an examina-
tion of conscience, individual and commu-
nal reflection guides, action steps, and 
more, are available to empower individu-
als, families, and communities to be bridge-
builders across perspectives. Commit to A 
Better Kind of Politics and respond creative-
ly to the problems facing our world at civi-
lizeit.org. Join Catholics across the Archdio-
cese of Santa Fe in pledging charity, clarity, 
and creativity to promote the common 
good. Sign the pledge here.  

 

CRS IN HAITI  
A massive 3.2 magnitude earthquake 
hit Haiti, Saturday, August 14. CRS is on the 
ground in Haiti responding to the immedi-

ate humanitarian needs 
and is expected to be 
there through the exten-
sive recovery period.  The 
death toll is rising and 

thousands are without shelter. Countless 
others are injured and hospitals are al-
ready overwhelmed. When you give, you 
provide immediate assistance for our Hai-
tian sisters and brothers desperate to sur-
vive this devastating situation. Your help 
will deliver immediate relief. Archbishop 
Wester is asking us to support CRS Haiti 
Earthquake re-
lief.  Even though we 
have been impacted by 
financial challenges, he 
recognizes the generosity of the faithful 
and their deep care for those in need. 
Please prayerfully consider giving! Donate 
now here: https://support.crs.org/donate/
haiti-earthquake.  

 QUOTE OF THE MONTH FROM 
POPE FRANCIS 

Even the weakest and 
most vulnerable, the sick, 
the old, the unborn and 
the poor, are masterpiec-

es of God’s creation, 
made in his own image, 

destined to live forever, and deserving of 
the utmost reverence and respect. 

- Message to Catholics in Britain  
and Ireland for their Annual  

Day of Life on 3/13/2013 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jxdKtpE7R_ul2pXIUAXjIl1549oJs2Ql_Ug3n6uzITFQvA--YpRuUq02oCatnN2oqqdX8SrlT_ei1EYFwYZEcu4tVRRERhPngsj92fWpHC-WGIYQ4L3n8ijESsZ3aW1dI3hbJRz6NauhDZ2jHS7WaowrJjCwx6oz225Tz0lQYs2Ov3tM4Ox5BqQJM2ZvPVa7XSHmacbByDZi1NQ04A-YrCISR5bwZKYkJPe
https://www.votervoice.net/JFI/campaigns/87381/respond?utm_source=Aug.+Recess+2021+Email+Blast+8-16-2021&utm_campaign=US+Citizenship+Act+of+2021+and+Next+Steps+on+Advocating+for+Immigration+Reform&utm_medium=email
https://www.votervoice.net/JFI/campaigns/87378/respond?utm_source=Aug.+Recess+2021+Email+Blast+8-16-2021&utm_campaign=US+Citizenship+Act+of+2021+and+Next+Steps+on+Advocating+for+Immigration+Reform&utm_medium=email
https://www.notaxpayerabortion.com/
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/_FFOfRP4U7aWteLBW1ikNg
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/aDHqsaOH4K15Hwc6UG1Bpw
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/mXM-UPavg0ulL0OKWhcOAA
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/mXM-UPavg0ulL0OKWhcOAA
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/ONR503Uda0LPBi9sWgzl-g
file://///10.10.10.10/company/Pastoral%20Ministries%20Division/PMD%20Express/PMD%20Express/2021/10%20-%20October%202021/civilizeit.org
https://support.crs.org/donate/haiti-earthquake
https://support.crs.org/donate/haiti-earthquake


 

 

NEW CATHOLIC CHARITIES CEO 
AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

Following its regularly scheduled meet-
ing, the Board of Directors of Catholic 
Charities in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
announced that Chief Executive Officer 
and Executive Director James Gannon has 
decided to retire from Catholic Charities 
after nearly 16 years of service. “We 
would like to thank Jim for his leadership 
during his tenure with Catholic Chari-
ties...Jim led the effort to build Catholic 
Charities’ community service center, Casa 
de Corazon, which provides services to 
approximately 20,000 individuals annual-
ly. Most recently, he created CC Housing, 
Inc. which partners with developers and 
funders nationwide to build affordable 
housing for New Mexico citizens. We wish 
Jim well in his retirement as he begins a 
new chapter in his life,” Don Kawal, Board 
Chair for Catholic Charities in the Archdi-
ocese of Santa Fe stated.  
 

The Board of Directors has appointed 
Dolores Nunez, former Chief Administra-
tive Officer for Catholic Charities, to the 
position of Chief Executive Officer and 
Executive Director. After 
retiring from a career in 
the financial services in-
dustry in 2015, Dolores 
began volunteering at 
Catholic Charities in the 
Development Office and 
soon after accepted the 
Development Director position with the 
agency. In 2015 Dolores was promoted to 
Chief Administrative Officer.  After a brief 
retirement to spend time with her hus-
band, Ed and granddaughter Olivia (now 
in Pre-K), Dolores is back with Catholic 
Charities as CEO and Executive Direc-
tor.  “I am delighted to be back.  I believe 
in the mission of Catholic Charities, to put 
faith in action to improve the lives of those 
in need. Our amazing staff and volunteers 
live our vision, to Honor Human Dignity, 
every day as they serve those in most 
need in our community.  We are grateful 
for the continued support of the Catholic 
community and for their generosity in 
support of the work of Catholic Charities”. 

 
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
Confidence in Eternal Life (Advanced 
Theology/Skills) 
Course Description: We engage the com-
munity of faith building rock solid trust in 
the promise of eternal life. We investigate 
the rich tradition of the Communion of 
Saints, that great cloud of witnesses. We 
take time together to honor our own loss-
es. We think about our own mortality, our 
dreams of heaven, and the legacy we want 
to leave behind. 
 

Dates and Time: Mondays, November 1, 8, 
15, 2021 from 1:00pm-3:00pm via Zoom 
Instructor : Sr. Paula Gallagher IHM 
 

Contact Denise Frias at  505-831-8165 or 
dfrias@archdiosf.org  for more infor-
mation. 
 

To register for this course click here  
Acceptiva payment page click here 
 

EXCERPT FROM POPE TO ROME'S 
FAITHFUL: SYNODALITY EXPRESSES THE 

NATURE OF THE CHURCH 
By Francesca Merlo  
 18 September 2021 

Addressing the faithful of the Diocese of 
Rome, Pope Francis described the upcom-
ing Synod — with the theme "For a syn-
odal Church: communion, participation, 
mission" — as a journey in which the 
whole Church is engaged.  
 

He noted that the Synod will take place 
between October 2021 and October 2023, 
and that the itinerary has been conceived 
as “a dynamism of mutual listening, con-
ducted at all levels of the Church, involv-
ing the whole the people of God”. 
 

The first stage of the process (October 
2021 - April 2022) is the one concerning 
the individual diocesan 
Churches. Pope Francis 
said the diocesan phase is 
very important because it 
involves listening to the 
totality of the baptised. He 
stressed that “there is 
much resistance to over-
come the image of a Church rigidly divid-
ed between leaders and subordinates, 
between those who teach and those who 
have to learn, forgetting that God likes to 
overturn positions. Walking together dis-
covers horizontality rather than verticali-
ty as its line". 
 

"The sensus fidei (Latin: "sense of the 
faith") qualifies everyone in the dignity of 
the prophetic function of Jesus Christ", the 
Pope said, "so that we can discern what 

are the ways of the Gospel in the present". 
He explained that "The exercise of 
the sensus fidei cannot be reduced to the 
communication and comparison of opin-
ions that we may have about this or that 

theme, that 
single aspect of 
doctrine, or 
that rule of dis-

cipline." He added, "Nor could the idea of 
distinguishing majorities and minorities 
prevail". 
 

"It is necessary to feel part of one great 
people who are the recipients of the di-
vine promises", continued Pope Francis, 
"open to a future that awaits everyone to 
participate in the banquet prepared by 
God for all peoples".  
 

In the synodal journey, in fact, listening 
must take into account the sensus 
fidei, but it must not overlook all those 
"hunches" embodied where we would not 
expect them: there may be a "hunch with-
out citizenship", but it is no less effective. 
 

"I have come here to encourage you to 
take this synodical process seriously and 
to tell you that the Holy Spirit needs you", 
concluded the Pope. “Listen to Him by 
listening to yourselves and do not leave 
anyone out or behind”. This, he said final-
ly, holds not only for those present, but 
for the whole of the Church, “which is not 
strengthened only by reforming struc-
tures, giving instructions, offering re-
treats and conferences, or by dint of di-
rectives and programmes, but if it redis-
covers that it is a people that deires to 
walk together, among itself and with hu-
manity. A people, that of Rome, which 
contains the variety of all peoples and all 
conditions: what an extraordinary rich-
ness, in its complexity!” 
 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/
pope/news/2021-05/pope-francis-
discourse-rome-faithful-synodal-
process.html 
 

Copyright © 2013-2021 Dicasterium 
pro Communicatione - All rights re-
served.  
 

The Popes full Address to the Faithful of 
the Diocese of Rome can be could here:  
https://www.vatican.va/content/
francesco/en/speeches/2021/
september/documents/20210518-fedeli-
diocesiroma.html 
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https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/FFCS-Course-Registration
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=cicvHw
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-09/pope-francis-discourse-rome-faithful-synodal-process.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-09/pope-francis-discourse-rome-faithful-synodal-process.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-09/pope-francis-discourse-rome-faithful-synodal-process.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-09/pope-francis-discourse-rome-faithful-synodal-process.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2021/september/documents/20210918-fedeli-diocesiroma.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2021/september/documents/20210918-fedeli-diocesiroma.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2021/september/documents/20210918-fedeli-diocesiroma.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2021/september/documents/20210918-fedeli-diocesiroma.html
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
Pastoral Ministries Division 
4000 St. Joseph Place, NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
 
Return Service Requested 

To subscribe/unsubscribe to this free newsletter, or if there is an address change  
please contact Denise Frias at dfrias@archdiosf.org or 505-831-8165. Thank you! 

Published by the ASF Pastoral Ministries Division  4000 St. Joseph Place NW Albuquerque, NM 87120 

Michelle Montez 
Executive Director & Editor 

505-831-8221 
mmontez@archdiosf.org 

Denise Frias 
Executive Assistant & Assistant Editor 

505-831-8165 
dfrias@archdiosf.org  

Charla Becerra 
NAM Secretary & Assistant Editor 

505-831-8151 
cbecerra@archdiosf.org 

Help Us Conserve Resources and Trees!   
If you have an email address we can send you 
the PMD Express, via e-mail, which will save 
printing materials. Simply send a message to 
cbecerra@archdiosf.org 

We wish to thank all who are 
contributing to the Annual 

Catholic Appeal, making the 
ministries of the Pastoral 

Ministries Division possible. 

DEAF CIRCLE TRAINING  
The ASF Office of Pastoral Outreach Deaf Circle is host-
ing a weekly zoom meeting designed to assist interpret-
ers who are currently interpreting the Roman Catholic 
Mass.  
This weekly training/meeting is designed for interpret-
ers of all levels. We are fortunate to have a deaf priest 
from the Diocese of Milwaukee (Fr. Christopher Klus-
man) who will assist with the spiritual guidance in-
volved in the training. We will study the readings to-
gether for each of the Sunday Liturgies and alternate 
interpreting using linguistic tactics and peer reasoning.  
Time will be allotted for discussion questions related to 
that interpreter's sign choice as we analyze the gram-
matical structure presented. This type of training/
meeting is structured for continued individual growth 
related to interpreting in a Roman Catholic setting.  
Please share this information with anyone who is inter-
ested in participating. You will receive the zoom access 
link once registered. The meeting will be hosted by 
Charles Griego, ASL Deaf Ministry Coordinator for the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe. If you have any questions you 
can reach him at charlesgriego@gmail.com or (505) 425
-1068.  

Office of Pastoral Outreach   

Deacon Robert Vigil 
Director  

505-831-8229 
rvigil@archdiosf.org 

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SANTA FE AFRICAN  
AMERICAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY MASS  
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2021 – 12 NOON  

Please join the Archdiocese of Santa Fe African American 
Catholic Community for Mass on Sunday, October 31, 2021, 

12 noon at St. Joseph on the Rio Grande Cath-
olic Church, 5501 St. Joseph’s Dr. NW, Albu-
querque.  Covid-15 Safety Standards will be 
followed.  Join us in person or virtually.  Mass 
will be live-streamed and recorded: 
https://www.facebook.com/Masses-from-St-
Joseph-on-the-Rio -Grande-

112836850430503 
Donations can be mailed to the AACC at 4000 St. Joseph Pl. 
NW, Albuquerque, NM 83120 with AACC on memo line or 
made securely online at www.https://
archdiocesesantafegiving.org/AACC 
For more information please call (505) 401-8583 or (505) 831-
8163.  Sponsored by the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Office of Social 
Justice and Respect Life and the AACC.  
 

ANTI-RACISM DIALOGUE 
SERIES  

We just wrapped up our last 
webinar in the series “Open 
Wide Our Hearts.” Link to rec-
orded webinar will be posted 
soon. There will be more webinars to come. Watch PMD Ex-
press for more information.  

mailto:charlesgriego@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Masses-from-St-Joseph-on-the-Rio%20-Grande-112836890430507
https://www.facebook.com/Masses-from-St-Joseph-on-the-Rio%20-Grande-112836890430507
https://www.facebook.com/Masses-from-St-Joseph-on-the-Rio%20-Grande-112836890430507
http://www.https:/archdiocesesantafegiving.org/AACC
http://www.https:/archdiocesesantafegiving.org/AACC

