
 
 

A very happy and blessed Mothers’ Day to all of you moms and grandmoms! We thank you for all the 

sacrifices you make, the love you provide, and for fulfilling that precious and incomparable gift of 

motherhood. Be it snotty noses or skinned knees, dirty bums and dumptrucks of diapers, or sleepless 

nights of nursing, a mom’s love takes care of all when the need arises. 

There’s a saying floating around: “Men glory in their work, but women glory in their children.”  Of 

course, as with any adage, it is not necessarily universally applicable, but my own experience makes it 

seem to be pretty close to the mark. Get a group of men together and they’ll usually talk mostly about 

their work or current events, while very often the ladies’ conversations will quickly revolve around kids 

and family, eyes shining with pride and joy. And, buddy … the guy who coined the saying: “Hell hath no 

fury like a woman scorned” must have never seen a mother whose kids’ safety or livelihoods were 

threatened; that’s like robbing a mama grizzly of her cubs. 

Mothers have high status in all cultures; how could they not? And this is certainly reflected in scripture, 

such as Eve being called the “mother of all the living” (Genesis 3:20). Then we have Sarah and Hagar, 

Rebekah, Rachel … Jochebed (mother of Moses), faithful Ruth and devoted Hannah, on to the New 

Testament with Elizabeth, Lois and Eunice, the nameless Gentile mother pleading for her daughter and 

many others. And then, of course, the most blessed of mothers:  Mary, the mother of Jesus. And so, as 

we do here every year on this day, we do well to reflect upon a few scriptures concerning parents and 

the honor due them. 

“Honor your father and your mother” (Exodus 20:12) is the first of the Ten Commandments directed at 

our actions toward each other, and thus we see the emphasis God places upon our observing respect 

toward parents. And as St. Paul points out: “…this is the first commandment with a promise…‘that your 

days may be long in the land which the LORD your God gives you.’”  (Ephesians 6:2-3). So regardless of 

what faults that they may have, we are bound to honor father and mother. In fact, little known is that 

stubborn and persistent disobedience to parents was a capital crime by the ancient Israelite Law: “If a 

man has a stubborn and rebellious son, who will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his 

mother, and, though they chastise him, will not give heed to them, then his father and his mother shall 

take hold of him and bring him out to the elders…Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death 

with stones; so you shall purge the evil from your midst.” (Deuteronomy 21:18-21) So, before we dare 

criticize parents, let us remember the honor that even God gives them, and the wise will have a little 

introspection and see where they themselves fall short before criticizing someone else. 

And just a few of the many scriptures speaking to the status and attitude to be given toward parents: 

“Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father…” (Leviticus 19:3) 

“Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and reject not your mother’s teaching…” (Proverbs 1:8) 

“…let her who bore you rejoice.” (Proverbs 23:25) 

“…do not neglect your mother. Honor her all the days of your life; do what is pleasing to her, and do not 

grieve her. Remember, my son, that she faced many dangers for you while you were yet unborn.” (Tobit 

4:3-4) 

“…[God] confirmed the right of the mother over her sons…whoever glorifies his mother is like one who 

lays up treasure.” (Sirach 3:2-4) 

“…it is a disgrace for children not to respect their mother.” (Sirach 3:11) 

“…do not forget the birth pangs of your mother. Remember that through your parents you were born; 

and what can you give back to them that equals their gift to you?” (Sirach 7:27-28) 

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.” (Ephesians 6:1) 

One of the most poignant excerpts I’ve found concerning mothers is that in which Solomon—described 

as the wisest of men and the most powerful of the kings of Israel—honors his own mother when she 

came to him: “…the king rose to meet her, and bowed down to her; then he sat on his throne, and had a 

seat brought for the king’s mother; and she sat on his right. Then she said, ‘I have one small request to 

make of you; do not refuse me.’ And the king said to her,  ‘Make your request, my mother; for I will not 

refuse you.’” (1 Kings 2:19-20) So … if the wisest of men gave his own mother such honor, who are we to 

not do likewise? 

And so, dear mothers, may you have a blessed Mothers’ Day, and may God bless you and keep you close 

to His heart all the days of your lives … and forever.  

And you kids (which we all are) … remember the old Tanya Tucker song which reflects the desire of 

every mother: 

“How much do I owe you?” to the mother said the son. 

“For all that you have taught me in the days that I was young. 

“Shall I bring expensive blankets to cast upon your bed? 

“And a pillow for to rest your weary head.” 

And the mother said: “I won’t take less than your love, sweet love. 

“No, I won’t take less than your love. 

“All the comforts of the world could never be enough, 

“And I won’t take less than your love.” 


