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Archdiocese of Santa Fe Calls on Community 
to Strengthen and Sustain Catholic Education 

 
ALBUQUERQUE—Tuesday, June 30, 2026—IMMEDIATE RELEASE— The Archdiocese of 
Santa Fe announced the difficult closure of two Catholic schools due to declining enrollment and 
financial challenges: Holy Ghost Catholic School in Albuquerque and Holy Cross Catholic School 
in Santa Cruz. These decisions, made at the parish level after careful discernment, reflect 
challenges facing Catholic schools nationwide. 
 
Most Reverend John C. Wester, Archbishop of Santa Fe, emphasized the importance of 
community support for the future of Catholic education: 

The future of Catholic education in our archdiocese depends on the choices we 
make today. I ask every Catholic family, parishioner, and supporter to prayerfully 
consider how they can support our schools through enrollment, engagement, and 
generosity. Together, we can ensure this essential ministry continues to thrive. 

“Closing a Catholic school is never taken lightly,” said Donna Illerbrun, retiring Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools. “These schools have been places of faith, formation, and community for 
generations. We recognize the deep sense of loss felt by families, alumni, faculty, and 
parishioners.” 
 
The archdiocese stressed that Catholic education remains a vital ministry of the Church, but its 
success depends on active participation from families, parishes, and supporters. 
 
Randall Peters, Archdiocese of Santa Fe Catholic Schools’ new superintendent said, “Catholic 
education cannot exist on tradition alone.” Dr. Peters continued, “It requires committed families, 
strong parish partnerships, and generous supporters who believe in its mission."  
 
The archdiocese remains committed to strengthening its remaining schools through enrollment 
growth, academic excellence, faith formation, support for educators, and long-term sustainability 
planning. 

"While this moment is marked by loss, it is also an opportunity for renewal," Mrs. Illerbrun added. 
"Together, we can ensure our Catholic schools remain strong for future generations." 

Families interested in learning more about Catholic school opportunities and for additional 
information about Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, visit asfcatholicschools.org or 
contact the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Office of Catholic Schools at 505.831.8214 or 
csoadmin@asfnm.org. 

 

 

### 

mailto:csoadmin@asfnm.org

